Transforming Your Children into Spiritual Champions
Discussion Questions

Week 1 – Introduction, Chapter 1 and Chapter 2

“The research reinforces one simple but profound truth over and over again:  If you want to have a lasting influence upon the world, you must invest in people’s lives; and if you want to maximize that investment, then you must invest in those people while they are young.”  -George Barna

LARGE GROUP

1. Describe your faith during your grade school years (from 5 – 12).


SMALL GROUP
Introduction
2. Define “spiritual champions.”

3. Barna asserts that the process of transforming mere children into spiritual champions can be done.  “It can be done.  I know, because I have seen it firsthand, studied it closely and personally benefited from it.”  
Do you agree with that assurance?  Should we believe God that we can win with all our kids?  Read Ephesians 3:14-21 and Philippians 3:7-16.  Do these passages provide any clarity to that question?  What would Paul say? Would he agree with Barna?


Chapter 1
4. What was the most disturbing statistic in this chapter for you?  Do you have a better or worse impression of the state of American kids after reading this chapter? Explain.

“They (all the inhabitants of Jerusalem) have healed the wound of my people lightly, saying, ‘Peace, peace,” when there is no peace.”  God in Jeremiah 6:14 (ESV)
5. What do these stats tell you?  Read Jeremiah 6:10-15.  Is America falling into the same decline as ancient Jerusalem?  Explain.

6. Read 2 Timothy 3:1-5.  Which of Barna’s stats in Chapter 1 connect to this list of descriptors of generations in the last days?


Chapter 2

“but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea.” Jesus, Matthew 18:6 (ESV)

7. Do you agree or disagree (feel free to do either () that every choice is a spiritual one?  Explain.

8. Notice the progression of statistics on page 33.  Then read the second paragraph on page 37.  What, if anything, is troubling about these things?


“...[Three] percent of the nation’s 13-year-olds have a biblical worldview, which serves as the foundation for their decision making.” – George Barna


9. Read page 36.  Do you have a specific plan to combat these unbiblical beliefs in your children?  What can you do?

10. Read Romans 8:31-39.  What endangers our kids from knowing this (i.e. understanding it at the level of the heart)?

