The Greatest Is Love
And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. 
But the greatest of these is love. 

1 Corinthians 13:13 NIV
Spending ____________________
70. My father acted more excited about getting to spend time with us kids than he did about working at the office.

71. My father helped me buy an old Mustang that had been wrecked and worked with me to rebuild it into a beautiful car.
73. My father worked with me for hours on my soapbox derby racer.

83. My father went with me to six different used car dealers to help me find my first car.

93. My father would let me practice pitching to him for a long time when he got home from work.

58. When I was down about my boyfriend breaking up with me, my father took extra time just to listen to me and cry with me.

97. My father would ask to talk to each of us kids personally when he called in from a trip.

Training, equipping, coaching, and ___________________ ____________________ them 

Mark 6:7  Calling the Twelve to him, he sent them out two by two and gave them authority over evil spirits. 

Mark 10:1  Jesus then left that place and went into the region of Judea and across the Jordan. Again crowds of people came to him, and as was his custom, he taught them. 

Ephesians 6:4 Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord. 

Proverbs 13:24 He who spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is careful to discipline him. 

22. They tried to be consistent in disciplining me.
24. My folks really tried to help me think through where I should go to college. 

26. My parents openly discussed and helped me set limits in the sexual area.
33. My dad could correct me without getting all emotional or lecturing me.

52. My father taught me how to budget my money.

53. Even though I didn’t like it at the time, the chores my parents made me do helped me learn responsibility.

54. My parents would always make sure I knew why I was being disciplined.

60. Now that I’m an adult, I really appreciate how my father taught me to communicate with him. That has helped me know how to talk to my husband now that I’m married.

63. My parents allowed me to give back to them when I got older, like picking up the tab at dinner.

65. When I asked for it, my mother would give me advice on dating and other areas of my life.

75. My mother had a Bible study with me every Monday morning before I went to school.

76. Even though I didn’t appreciate it at the time, I know that my parents were protecting me by putting a curfew on when I had to be in on a date.

89. My mother would see to it that I had the necessary tools to complete a project (crayons, ruler, and so on).

95. We always went out to eat as a family after church and discussed what we had learned at Sunday school.

99. My mother would slow down when I helped her cook to let us accomplish the task together.

Being a ____________________ person

Mark 16:20 Then the disciples went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with them and confirmed his word by the signs that accompanied it.  NIV

18. They attended all of my open houses at school.

45. When I had my appendix out, my parents were right there with me before and after the operation.

48. When I had a teacher that didn’t like me, my parents defended me and stood up for me.

67. My folks were always willing to hang in there with me and help me work through conflicts with my friends.

68. My father went with me when I had to take back an ugly dress a saleswoman had talked me into buying.

80. My parents paid for me to take several vocational tests when I was struggling to find out what I wanted to do for a living.

92. They would always go to my piano recitals and act interested.

____________________ them

Luke 5:13 Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man [with leprosy]. “I am willing,” he said. “Be clean!” And immediately the leprosy left him. NIV

Luke 7:14 Then he went up and touched the coffin, and those carrying it stood still. He said, “Young man, I say to you, get up!” NIV

2. We were often spontaneously getting hugged even apart from completing a task or chore.
6. My father would put his arm around me at church and let me lay my head on his shoulder.

86. My mom used to rub my legs after cheerleader practice.

98. We would all hold hands together when we said grace; then when we finished, we would squeeze the person’s hand next to us three times, which stood for the three words, “I love you.”

____________________ Events

4. We went camping as a family. (This response was repeated often.)

5. They would take each of us out individually for a special breakfast with Mom and Dad.

7. I got to spend one day at Dad’s office, seeing where he worked and meeting the people he worked with.

13. They had a “king or queen for a day meal” for us that would focus individual attention on each child.

36. My dad would ask me all the time, “What would it take for this to be a ‘great year’ for you?” and then try to see that it was.

38. At least once a year around my birthday, my dad would take me out of school for a special lunch where he would let me know I was special to him.

43. We would have “family meetings” every two weeks where everyone would share their goals and problems.

47. My parents used to take me and a friend out for a special dinner sometimes.

55. My father let me go with him on some of his business trips.

81. My father would reward me for a job well done on the yard by taking me to Dairy Queen where we would both get a sundae.

91. My father took me and my sisters out on a very special date on our sixteenth birthdays.

94. We used a special red plate at dinner to designate birthdays or outstanding achievements.
____________________
James 1:19  My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen , slow to speak and slow to become angry,

1. My parents would take the time to really listen to me when I talked to them by looking directly into my eyes.

3. They would let me explain my side of the story.

27. My mother and father would ask us children our opinions on important family decisions.

30. My parents wouldn’t change things in my bedroom without asking me if it were OK with me.

61. My mother would let me explain my point of view on issues—even when she disagreed with me. She always made me feel that my opinion was important.

90. My parents would involve the whole family in planning family vacations.

Not ____________________
Matthew 19:13-15  Then little children were brought to Jesus for him to place his hands on them and pray for them. But the disciples rebuked those who brought them. 

14Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these."  15When he had placed his hands on them, he went on from there. 

29. My mom had a great sense of humor, but she never made us kids the brunt of her jokes.

77. When I first started wearing make-up, my mother never made fun of how much time I spent in front of the mirror.

78. Even when I was very overweight in high school, my parents still made me feel I was attractive.

85. My parents quit using a “nickname” that really hurt me.

____________________

41. My mother would pray with me about important decisions I was facing, or even that I would have a good day at school.

15. I saw my parents praying for me even when I didn’t feel I deserved it.
No ____________________
2 Corinthians 10:12 We do not dare to classify or compare ourselves with some who commend themselves. When they measure themselves by themselves and compare themselves with themselves, they are not wise. 

37. Even though my dad had played football in college, he never forced me to go out for sports when I didn’t want to.

62. My parents didn’t compare my abilities with those of my older brother or the other kids at school, but helped me see my own unique value.

Showing special ____________________
Galatians 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.

23. My mom was always willing to help me with my math homework.

32. When I wrecked my parents’ car, my father’s first reaction was to hug me and let me cry instead of yelling at me. (Communicates: you are more important than a car.)

34. My parents were patient with me when I went through my long hair stage in high school. (Communicates: you are more important than your hair.)
40. Even when I was in high school, my father sometimes would tuck me into bed like when I was little.

42. When I was thirteen, my dad trusted me to use his favorite hunting rifle when I was invited to go hunting with a friend and his father.

44. If it was really cold, my mom would get up early and drive me on my paper route.

49. My mother got interested in computers just because I was interested in them.

50. They could have just shipped my stuff, but my parents drove a U-Haul trailer over 1,800 miles when I went off to college.

64. I appreciated my father working to keep a good relationship with me when I was a teenager. I can see now that helped keep me from some really bad dating relationships.

66. I always had the best sack lunch at school of anybody in my class.

69. My mother was always interested in what I was doing at school, but she wasn’t interfering.

84. My parents would always make sure that each of us children was introduced to their friends when they came over to our house.

95. Every Saturday morning, my father would get up before anybody else and cook us all pancakes and bacon.

11. My parents would make a special Christmas ornament for each child that represented a character trait we had worked on that year.

25. My dad would constantly tell me that whoever I married, he’d be committed to him and our children for life. (You are mine.)

100. Even though I had never seen him cry before, my father cried during my wedding because he was going to miss me no longer being at home.

____________________ it

46. Sometimes when I would get home from school, my mother would have left a plate of cookies on the counter with a special note saying she loved me.

74. Some people’s parents criticize them behind their backs, but I was always hearing something positive from my parents’ friends that my parents had said about me.

89. My father would put a special note on our pillows when he had to go out of town on business.
Showing ____________________ 
8. My mother always carried pictures of each of us in her purse.

10. My parents made sure that each one of us kids appeared in the family photos.

14. As a family we often read and discussed the book The Velveteen Rabbit, which talks about how valuable we are.

16. My folks wrote up a special “story of my birth” that they read to me every year.

17. We read Psalm 139 as a family and discussed how God had uniquely and specially designed each of us children.

20. They would tell us character traits we possessed that would help us be a good marriage partner when we grew up and got married.

21. My mother would tell us “make believe” bedtime stories that illustrated positive character traits she felt we had.

39. My parents would tell me over and over that I was a good friend to my friends.

72. I never felt like I had to perform to gain my father’s approval.

79. My mom took on a part-time job to help me earn enough money to go to a Christian summer camp.

87. My father would always point out my good table manners to others.

Sowing good ____________________
Galatians 6:7 Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows.

Hosea 8:7a “They sow the wind and reap the whirlwind.” 

9. They would watch their voice when they argued.

12. They were willing to admit when they were wrong and say “I’m sorry.”

19. My father loved me by loving my mother.

28. When my father was facing being transferred at work, he purposely took another job so that I could finish my senior year in high school at the same school.

31. My folks pursued resolving conflict with me instead of letting issues build up.

35. My mother tried really hard to keep her promises to me.

51. My dad gave up smoking because he knew how much it bothered Mom and us kids.

56. I realize now how hard my mother worked to take care of us all.

57. My parents were good examples to me of how a Christian marriage should function.

59. My parents never acted like they were perfect, and they never expected us to be perfect either. (Humility)

82. My father let me share in his failures as well as his successes.

Assignment: 

1) Rate yourself as a parent:




Poor
Needs Work
Average
Good
Excellent

Spending time
1
2
3
4
5


Building into 
1
2
3
4
5


Being a support person
1
2
3
4
5


Touching them
1
2
3
4
5


Special events
1
2
3
4
5


Listening
1
2
3
4
5

Not belittling
1
2
3
4
5


Prayer
1
2
3
4
5


No comparison
1
2
3
4
5


Showing special attention
1
2
3
4
5


Saying it
1
2
3
4
5

Showing pride
1
2
3
4
5


Sowing good seed
1
2
3
4
5

2) Do three things off this list this month (or other similar intentional acts of love)
3) Listen to The Shaping of a Christian Family (http://www.gcnwdads.com/pages/mp3.html) What are three changes related to this talk that you would like to implement as a family?
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