CY

This is a condensed version of the
Motherhood notebook. We obtained
permission to reproduce many of the
copyrighted articles in the full version, but
those permissions do not extend to this
usage. The original page numbering has
been preserved to simplify reference
between the two versions.

Compiled by Kathleen Nelson






Tabte o “Contents

The Heart Of @ MONEI...... oo e e eaanes
The Heart of & MOtNEr — NOLES ........coiiiiiieeeeeee e e e e e e e e e eeeennes
Discussion Questions — Week 1
Case Studies —Week 1..........oeeeviiiiiiiees i
Make Your Time Count ............ccceeviiieeeenenen
Keep the End Product in IMING .......... i ecae ettt e ee e e e et e e et e e
F ] 0T 1o | TSP
HaVve Great EXPECIALIONS ..... .o it eim ettt ettt e et e e e et e e e e e e e eebb e e e e eaan e eaeenbnnaaaees
MOENErNOOd QUOLES ......uuiiiiii ettt e ettt e e e e ettt e e e e e e e e e et s bbb s s e e e e eeeeeeennnnes

Establishing Parental AUtNONILY ..........oooiiiiii e
Establishing Parental AUthOrity - NOTES .......oouueiiiii e
Are They Going to Turn Out? Part 1 Appearances aee-Will
Are They Going to Turn Out? Part2 What GuaranDEe¥ou Have?........ccoooeeeeiiiiiiiieiiinee e 44
Are They Going to Turn Out? Part 3 = YOU Can Wil ..o eeeeeunniieaeiiiie et eeiieeeee e 47

Rules and StandardS.............oo i e e 49
Rules and Standards — NOLES ........oouiuiiiii it e e et e e e e e et e e e e e nnnneeas 51
Directing Personal ChoiCes (PI€ICeA).......ccuuuuui i 61
THE MEASUIE OF @ ..ttt e e ettt e e e e e e e rnn e e e e e e e e e 63
Sample StaNdardS/CROIES.......... et e e e e e e et e aeeaaa e 65
HOUSE RUIBS. ...t e ettt e e e e e e e e e een e e e e e e e e e et et e e s bbb a e e e e eeees 69
25 CNABCTEN AIBBS. ... i eeee ettt errmmmm et e e e et ettt e e e e e e e e ettt e e e e e e ettt et e e a bbb e e e e e e e 75

[0 )Y PP 77
LOVE: INOLES ...ttt et e ettt e e et a e e e e e e et e e e e e e e aen 79
Balance Correction and POSItIVE INPUL ... 97
TOUQGN LOVE ..ttt 4o e ettt ettt 4 4 e e e e e e e e e e e e et et e e e e s nn e 97
Monkey Love (MOtherleSS MONEIS).......uuuu e e 99

[ E{od o |1 =P 101
DISCIPING — NOLES. ...ttt ettt e e e et e e ettt e e e ebb e e e e eaan e e e eetban e aaeennnes 103
Scriptures on Parenting and DiSCIPINE ........ oo e 113
Discipline, Instruction, and AECLION ...« ieei e eeeeas 115
ContiNUEd DISODEAIENCE ........uviiiiii ittt e e e e e et e e e e e e eeeeeennnes 125
Will Discipline Cause REDEIIONT ... .o eeeees 127
Can Other Forms of DisCipling Be BIESSEA? .....coeiimeiiieiee e ee e 129

IC=E=Ted 0 1= UL R I =V PSPPSRI 131
Teach and Train — NOUES .......uuuiiii et e e et e e e e e e e e nennbas 133
L2 1] 0] L= 11 2R 139
Children's MEMOIY VEISES ... oottt e et e ettt e e e e e et e e e e eebaa e eaaennnns 141
YOU Are SPECIAI VEBISES ...ttt ettt e e e ettt e e e e e e e e et s e e e e etba e e aeenannas 143
Nelson Fall Schedule 2002............ooo e 145
LS 1= g To = SO 147
Learning the Bible through VIAEO ...........uu it 149

Motherhood 1 The Heart of a Mother






The Heart of a NMether

Motherhood 3 The Heart of a Mother






Thte Sonrt o other ~ Hies

The Struggle:

Am I if all T do for the next 20 years is "mother” my
small bunch of children?

Am I going to have ?
When the empty nest comes, am I going to have because I
gave it all up for my children?
What about ?
What about my ., my , my
, my ?

Project(Cause, Mission) Value:

Is this project really my ?

Does God really it?

1 John 3:16 " This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his
life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.”

Our tendency:

Your own children will be your

2 Corinthians 3:2, 3"You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts,
known and read by everybody. You show that you are a letter from Christ,
the result of our ministry, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the
living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.”

Philippians 2: 5-8 "Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:
who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something
to be grasped, but made himself nothing, tfaking the very nature of a
servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a
man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death - even death on a
cross.
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Is this your as a mommy?

John 12:23-24 Jesus replied, " Unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground
and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many
seeds.”

A quote by Susanna Wesley: "There are few, if any, that would devote up to
twenty years out of their prime of life, in hopes of saving and raising their

children.
The world tries to tell us we can * " that no
is needed.”
Your Life Calling, Your
Have you ever said: "God has called to be a mother.”
Does that statement define your , your , your
?

, your

f‘salms 127:3 "Sons are a heritage from the Lord, children a reward from
Im."

The bible never tells us that children are a ,an

,ora

Psalms 144:12"Then our sons in their youth will be like well-nurtured plants,
and your daughters will be like pillars carved to adorn a palace.”

The problem is that we miss the opportunity that has been laid in our laps to
make our really . And that is through the
of being a mother.

Our tendency:

If it is God's plan, then you must make it
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If God gave you children, He gave you the , The resources, the
, and the godly to raise them and win with
them for His glory.

The key? God, pursuing His

A mother's influence

A personal reflection: How do you want your kids to describe as
their mommy?

Psalms 127:1 "Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labor in vain. Unless
the Lord watches over the city, the watchmen stand guard in vain."

Your mothering should be an of your relationship
with Christ.

Finding time with the Lord:

Taking a “break":

Psalms 62:1 "My soul finds rest in

Our thoughts should not be, "I need a little ' time. Instead our
thoughts should be, "I need a little ' " fime.

A personal reflection: Describe what you want your child's relationship
with God to look like.

Anonymous quote: “"A mother needs faith. Genuine, hearTK, loving trust in
God, a life in meek, Plad surrender to His will, lived daily through years in
the presence of children, is an immense power. They can never get away
from the sweet memory that was their mother's

Embrace it

Live your motherhood in such a way that you can say:
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Galatians 6:7 "Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps
what he sows."

2 Corinthians 9:6 "Remember this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.”
A personal reflection: What are some signs that you have given your heart

to your children? What are some signs when you are mothering sparingly,
when you are mothering generously?

No mothering:

The stuff versus the stuff:

Guilt parenting:

A personal reflection: What about you? Do you already have regrets?

SO, where do you start? Where do you go from here?
Do the thing!

Line up the right !
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gewnsiviore Chyeittions ~ %/

1. Any thoughts, comments, or questions on what Kathédkad about?

2. Psalms 127:1a Unless therD builds the house, its builders labor in vain. NIV

What do you expect the outcome to be if someone igrtbeegrinciples of
parenting that are found in the Bible? How is this oéfld in our society?

3. Galatians 6:7 Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he
sows. NIV

In what way could this be discouraging to mothers@WHat way could it be
encouraging?

4. 1 John 3:16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid devifiehior us.
And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. NIV

What does it mean to “lay down our lives for our brotieid@w does that relate to
parenting?

5. Inthe book Praise Her in the Gates by Nancy Widensays that the woman
described in Proverbs 31 is a satisfied woman who ‘re&psvast of good things
from her hard work of sowing obedience.” How is thiatencouragement to you in
mothering?
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Case one:
Cher has been married for 6 years and has three chidesheight, five, and one.
Cher’s husband makes $45,000 a year which is enough for hes twlnfortably
and not to have to work outside the home. Cher’s childremquite wild and
quite frankly drive her crazy. She feels like sheigt pot very gifted at
mothering. Although her husband really wants her toatémpme with the two
that are not in school, Cher really wants to go liackork as a computer
technician, which is what she did before having childighe feels like that
would be a better and more rewarding use of her time.

Cher comes to you for advice. What concerns do you have?

Case 2:
Maureen is the mother of 4-year-old twins. Her husband staff at a church

and is very busy leading different meetings and BibleissudVaureen is also
very involved in ministry and loves to be involved in aifiding, Bible studies,
and various women’s meetings. As a result, her @nldire watched by several
different women from her church often as much as 15-28st@week. Her
children cry uncontrollably when she leaves, and poervdihe comes back.
They are fighting more and more with each other, anthsguite disrespectful to
both of their parents. Although there are some diggisher kids are struggling,
Maureen believes that as long as she is following God#itie will turn out fine.

What concerns do you have?

Case 3:
Marla has two children who are living terrors. Theyntignd bicker and get into
everything that isn’t locked down. Marla is at her witd.e She feels like it is all
she can do to just keep her house clean, and to cook meladés family.
Yesterday, when Marla was reorganizing the refrigerdirchildren were
unattended for 30 minutes in the garage and they %ot sprayapawer the car.
She locked them in their room while she cried on tha &wfthree hours straight.

What should she do?
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Case 4:
Elsie got pregnant three months before marrying therfathiger child. He also
brought a child into their marriage from a previous relabgns After being
married for two years Elsie feels like giving up. Sheksithat her adopted child
is really not her responsibility, and even wondersé was ever really ready for
her own kid. Elsie is plagued with thoughts of leavingkids at home and
running away to another state to start life over. Althoughisas been a Christian
for several years, Elsie really doesn't feel like Garks about her situation or is
helping her at all. Elsie tells you everything, and yonkishe could up and
leave any day now.

What should you say to her?

Case &:
Olivia was 25 years old when her husband died and left her with a three-year-old
girl and $12,000 of credit card debt. Olivia works eight hours a day seven days a
week. This just barely covers her $900 a month house payment, $250 a month car
payment, food, and other basic needs. But what really bothers her is that by the
time she takes classes, volunteers at the hospital, and works out at the fitness
center there is no time left in the day for her little girl who spends most of her
days at either her mother’s or her mother-in-law's house. She'd like to cut back on
some of her activities, but is worried that she'll never find a husband if all she does
is work and stay at home with her child.

What should you say to her?
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Psalm 144:4 Man is like a breath; his days are like a fleeting shag/)

Age Fraction 13% = 3/4 72 = 2/5
18 = Done 12 = 2/3 6 = 1/3
16 = 8/9 10.8 = 3/5 4% = 1/4
15 = 5/6 10 = 5/9 4 = 29
144 = 4/5 9 = 1/2 3 = 1/6
14 = 79 8 = 4/9 2 = 1/9

The preceding chart was something | handed out during a parsatieg once. It shows how
much time we have left with our kids in our homes. We ktiatvwhen they are 18 we’re pretty
much done, but it's hard to believe that when they are 4 #revalready one fourth of the way
done.

My wife cut this chart out and hung it above her deskrasninder that time with our kids is
short, and we need to make every day, every minute witkids count. Of course, this was the
intended purpose of the chart in the first place, but our 8gléaaw it and took offence to it.
He thought we were just anxious to get rid of him. Thatobame down.

Never the less, we are convinced of the importance ofrtitits  Time on earth is short. Time
with your kids is even shorter.

One of the first bits of advice older people offer youngeptris, “They are going to be grown
and out of the house before you know it.” It is easy fohsuvice to fall on deaf ears, but
perhaps we should take head instead. If there is onethaihthe aged understand that the
youths don’'t—it’s time.

Every minute counts. Every game, every book, every shaewy élug, every wink, every
spanking, every word, every everything — it all countd. oAt will form and shape a human
being, a spiritual being, who in 18 short years will be orohiser own. For 18 years we get to
control the world to shape the kid. After that the kid shape the world, or the world can shape
the kid—much of that depends on what kind of kid we’ve produce
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Ephesians 5:1 Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved childién

What is the end result of our parenting? It is to predut 18-year-old man or woman who is
godly. Each child should have the character of a godlyonsaroman as described in the Bible.

Although | can’t predict exactly how each kid will turn @utd how their individual personalities
will effect them, | still at times will try to picturehat I'd like to see in each child when he or she
is 17 or 18. I'd like to have children who are polite, vdomverse well with others, who are
capable of leading others and being role models. | pictureghanng the gospel with their
friends, being popular with their peers, and being wiling eager to sit and eat lunch in the high
school cafeteria with those who don’t quite fit in. | hoipey’ll be excited about their futures and
that they’ll be eager to go into careers where theyhedm serve and influence others. | expect
them to be kids who are loved by their teachers and coatlegpect them to be equipped to
handle break-ups, let downs, and losses. Of course | gkpetto make mistakes, and | hope
they’ll be able to handle those as well, because theynaie mistakes for the rest of their lives.

It's also important to see that I'm not just measutimegm against some Joe Christian figure in
my head, but I'm trying to help them to become more and hl@desus. Those descriptions
are just how | imagine that would look played out in thedifa teenager (except of course
without the sin part).

Many parents aim too low. They just want their kids taléscent people — good citizens. | want

my children to be model Christians, godly men and womenirdlo@éncers. Men and women
who imitate God, not their peers.
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2 Chronicles 34:1-3 Josiah was eight years old when he became king, agidrielrin

Jerusalem thirty-one yearfe did what was right in the eyes of the Lord and walked in the ways
of his father David, not turning aside to the right or to the féfitthe eighth year of his reign,

while he was still young, he began to seek the God of his fathet. Daviis twelfth year he

began to purge Judah and Jerusalem of high places, Asherah poles, carveshactst images.
NIV

Josiah was king at age 8 and at 16 was seeking God. By ®8s reshaping Israel. He became
a great man of God — a man without equal.

2 Kings 23:25 Neither before nor after Josiah was there a kindnlikewvho turned to thedrD
as he did-with all his heart and with all his soul and with all hisrgjtl, in accordance with all
the Law of Moses. NIV

In today’s society we feel like we're winning with our kifishey can read by the time they are in
junior high. In past societies men have led nationhélydge. Our kids are capable of great
things.

What great things can you help equip your child to acconliSbuld they memorize 500 verses
by age 18?7 Maybe they could complete a year of college a& 8iblool while in high school.
Could they teach Sunday school by age 13? Could they leaditifeschool in a prayer at the
pole event, or lead their Christian school in worship?l yaiir child be equipped to share the
gospel, pray with his spouse, or talk a friend out of surcitll she serve in the church office,
play in the band, or attend prayer meetings?

Any of these things are within reach, but to hit them we teadn high.

Luke 2:42-48 When he was twelve years old... they found him in the tennpée sitting among
the teachers, listening to them and asking them questi@v&ryone who heard him was amazed
at his understanding and his answers. NIV

Jesus was clearly impressively wise at the age of twelve.

Is there any reason our kids can’t be the same? We hawedsl of tools available to us,
Christian books, videos, the Bible on tape, etc... | thinkkals can have a vast understanding
of the Bible by the age of 12. In fact, | think they shduldw more than most adults, not only in
relation to knowing the stories, but even in regards to wisglodndiscernment.

We all know that the teen years can be particularly diffichibw encouraging it would be if

much of our work was done by 12, and if the next 6 years cowdgdre on fine tuning character
areas and equipping them with ministry skills!
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A mother is God’s deputy on earth. allowed her to slip away to me. Sometimes |
RACHEL L. VARNHAGEN wonder what special name you had for her. | call
her “Mother.”

A mother understands what a child does not say. BERNICE MADDUX

JEWISH PROVERB The child, in the decisive first years of his life, has

the experience of his mother as an all-enveloping,
protective, nourishing power. Mother is food; she is
SPANISH PROVERB love; she is warmth; she is earth. To be loved by her

. means to be alive, to be rooted, to be at home.
Countless times each day a mother does what no @Rf-H FROMM (1900—1980)

else can do quite as well. She wipes away a tear,
whispers a word of hope, eases a child's fear. Sherpe commonest fallacy among women is that

teaches, ministers, loves, and nurtures the next  simply having children makes one a mother—which

generation of citizens. And she challenges and 5 a5 absurd as believing that having a piano makes
cajoles her kids to do their best and be the best. Bglhe a musician.

no editorials praise these accomplishments—whekgypNEYJ. HARRIS (1917—1986)

is the coverage our mothers rightfully deserve?

JAMES C. DOBSON (1936— ) AND The God to whom little boys say their prayers has a
face very like their mother’s.

GARY L. BAUER (1946—) SIR JAMES M. BARRIE (1860—1937)

God can't always be everywhere, and so he inveniggh most important occupation on earth for a
mothers. woman is to be a real mother to her children. It does

SIR EDWIN ARNOLD (1832—1904) not have much g!ory to it; there is a lot of_ g_rit and
grime. But there is no greater place of ministry,

In the eyes of its mother every beetle is a gazelle. Eﬁiﬁ(\)’ch‘l’ég&‘ﬁedﬁ_‘ra” that of a mother.
AFRICAN PROVERB

An ounce of mother is worth a pound of clergy.

The mother’s heart is the child’s schoolroom.

Let your home be your parish, your little brood youh=\RY WARD BEECHER (1813—1887)
congregation, your living room a sanctuary, and

your knee a sacred altar. The mother-child relationship is paradoxical and, in
BILLY GRAHAM (1918—) a sense, tragic. It requires the most intense love on
the mother’s side, yet this very love must help the

Mother is the name for God in the lips and hearts 6hild grow away from the mother and to become
fully independent.

little children.

WILLIAM MAKEPEACE THACKERAY (1811— ERICH FROMM (1900—1980)

1863) When God thought of mother, he must have laughed
Motherhood is the greatest privilege of life. with satisfaction and framed it quickly—so rich, so
MAY R. COKER deep, so divine, so full of soul, power, and beauty

was the conception.
No gift to your mother can ever equal her giftto HENRY WARD BEECHER (1813—1887)
ou—life.
y Youth fades; love droops; the leaves of friendship
No man is poor who has had a godly mother. fall. A mother’s secret love outlives them all.
ABRAHAM LINCOLN (1809—1865) OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES (1809—1 894)

Thank you, God, For pretending not to notice that

one of Your angels is missing and for guiding her to

me. You must have known how much | would neaglom Drapers Book of Quotations for the Christiani, ©
her, so You turned your head for a minute and 1992 by Edythe Draper, Tyndale House
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Parenting is our - given
First, the role of the
If you decide to marry a guy, you have to him enough
to your child to him!

Destruction when a husband is not granted/ does not take his
rightful, God-given - in the family -

Ephesians 5:22-24 For the husband is the of the
as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of

which he is the Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to

Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in

everything.
A father doesn't have to his position, just as mothers
don't their position first

Not a wife's or to

withhold this role from him, to interfere

his input.
his input.

Why this is so difficult?

It's babyl!
Hilary Clinton: "It takes a village fo raise a child.”

God gives for your family
that HE is not going to give anyone else -
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Motherhood

Pick a few solid

Second, the role of a

Genesis 2:18 The LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be

alone. I will make a suitable for him."
Genesis 2:18 And the LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to
be alone. I will make a who will help him." NLT

Genesis 2:18 And the Lord God said, "It isn't good for man to be
alone; I will make a companion for him, a helper suited to his needs.”
TLB

to her husband, even in

obviously there is a if it is clearly

Take a minute - Has your husband ever asked you, even gently
suggested..........

Would you be willing to God in this?

Romans 12:18 “If it is possible, as far as it depends on
you, live at peace.....

A side note: Follow husband,
not your ,
not someone else's
not your

(1 Peter 3:5 “for this is the way the holy women of the past
who put their hope in God used to make themselves beautiful.
They were submissive to
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Take a minute - How would your husband respond if you asked
him..?

Now that you know you personally have been given authority by God to
parent your specific children, we need to look at the importance of:

to
Understanding everyone has a role -
- officer to soldier, teacher to student

Must have obedience in order to them

Obey to the of your -

Must have their -
automatically given it as babies -

as they age, you must, it - it is something that
if you don't work for it, you will end up not having it -

"Having their hearts” -.

When your children your authority
When your children have a desire to you
When your and what you matters
the most to them
When they your input
When they your discipline
Take a minute -
At what age did your parents ?
Now, at what age do you want to ?

In order to understand the TX e of authority ‘rha]j you need to
establish, you must uyndersta Q‘rhe 0
that you will have authorify over -
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(Ex. - horse trainer -

You better make sure your assessment of your subject is accurate or
all your work could be and

We need to make sure we get our assessment of our children from
what says about them - not what the world says about
them.

Eternal being -

Biblical perspective of our flesh -

Romans 5:12 "Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one
man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to
men, because _________ sinned-

Psalm 58:3 "Even from the wicked go astray; from the
they are wayward and speak lies.”

Proverbs 22: 15 “Foolishness is bound up in the of a
child..”

Children are not born

Appearance leads to deception.

Have you ever had to teach your child to say "
Il?

At issue: "How do I catch it all?”

always going to have things to on, like you
not going to be , like you
going to have , like you
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Children are very easily influenced-that's how we can impact their
very

Are there things in your own life that are there from parental
influence that you wish you could get rid of ?

So what can you shape a child like this into? What should be your goal?
What are you going for?

Bonsai parenting -

The difference between a "good neighbor" and a "godly neighbor” -

Now, about guarantees in this parenting business...

Do you believe God you to win with your kids?
Why?
There is a between God's

promises being fulfilled in a family and parents
their God-given responsibilities diligently,
faithfully, consistently year after year after year.

18 years of influence -

the influence of our own personal lives -

1 Tim 4:12, 15-16 "Set an ...in speech, in life, in love,
in faith, and in purity...Be diligent in these matters;
yourself to them, so that everyone may see

your progress. Watch your life and doctrine closely.
in them, because if you do, you will save
both yourself and your hearers.”
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Quote from Elizabeth Elliott - “God never issued instructions which
He is not prepared to us to follow. The contrast
between the actual and the ideal, between the reality and the holy
standard, is bridged by the grace of God, and by our prayers for the
application of that grace.”

In order to get that authority, in order o keep that authority, you must be

committed to trusting God and not on your
Children are your , hot
but not our children,
not in of our children,
not at the of our children.

Take a minute - Think through, what do you mostly do with your days?

Deut.6:6-8 "These commandments that I give you today are to be upon
your hearts. Impress them upon your children. about them
when you sit at home and when you along the road, when

”n

you down and when you up."-

According to this verse, how should your days look? Don't overlook
this or disregard this.

The Word calls us to be at home -
We must home to accomplish, to set the
foundation.

—  Prov 20 :4" A sluggard does not plow in season; so at harvest time he
looks but finds nothing.”
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- How does that verse relate to motherhood?

Some type of guidelines/ direction:

The clean house trap-
The time on the web/ email trap -

The phone trap -

Take a minute - Do you work harder at ?

Only two things above them:
#1
#2

The importance of

their lives for them

Keeping little ones at home:
helps them to manage their own
helps them not be distracted to your
helps them to and in
nonexciting boundaries, which is most of life

Mother without -

while you mother, don't mother while you task

Hobbies -

Nehemiah story - Nehemiah 6:3 -
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THE QUESTION: WHAT SHOULD A MOTHER'S TYPICAL DAY LOOK LIKE
(OR AT LEAST THE MAJORITY OF THEM)?

Deuteronomy 6:6-8 "These commandments that I give you today are to be
upon your hearts. Impress them upon your children. Talk about them when
you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and
when you get up.”

What should I focus on doing?

Titus 2:4 "Then they (the older women) can teach the younger women to love
their husbands and children, to be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at
home, o be kind, and to be subject to their husbands so that no one will
malign the word of God.

Where should T be the majority of my time?

Proverbs 16:3 "Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and your plans will
succeed.”

How should | do it?

Add all of these up to answer the above question:
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| think a myth exists in Christian circles that whereally comes down to it, you can'’t
truly have much of an impact on the outcome of your ariidrPeople think that you can
raise them right, invest eighteen years of youritife them, but when they hit their
upper teen years, anything can (and will) happen.

This is a fundamental issue to address in parenting, ledaus true, than why in the
world would any parent pour his or her heart, soul, enengy life into parenting?
Seeing the light at the end of the tunnel is a key ratwivfor most of us. Why would an
athlete train if he didn’t have hope of improving? Whywd a student study if she had
no hope of learning, graduating, or applying the material? &¥d to know that our
efforts will pay off at some point. If there is noagantee in how our kids will turn out,
then there is little motivation to really parent wétodartedly.

So, what's the truth? Well, we need to start by zeddithat any good lie has a lot of
truth mixed in with it. Blatant lies are much morsigaspotted than ones laced with
truth, and like any good lie, this one has a lot otttatit. So, before addressing why we
can have confidence in the outcome of our childrets, detdress why we doubt that
truth.

First of all, let’s talk about appearances. I've semmy good parents who have had kids
that didn’t turn out well. I've also seen some kidghwretty admirable character who
came out of some pretty messed up families. From outvpguebaances it would be
pretty easy to deduce that parents can’t control theomé of their kids very well.

The second strong argument for the case that you catdtelihie outcome of your
children’s lives is the issue of freewill. The conceptreewill is simply this: God has
created each of us with the ability to choose. | atrbnand to make any choice based
upon anyone else’s will—not God’s, not the governmentid,r@t my parents. The
choice is mine. Of course, God, the government, and n@nfsamay dictate certain
consequences for certain actions to help me make waseesh but that is another topic.
The point is that your children have choices. They halle to choose whether or not to
have premarital sex, to do drugs, to become Christiadsc@untless other choices. You
cannot make those choices for your kids. Some peopleutilt this way, “Adam
messed up didn’t he? And who was his parent? You dunk {ou can parent better
than God do you?”

Let’s address these two arguments, and then we’ll los&rat reasons to believe that
YOU CAN HAVE A PROFOUND IMPACT ON THE OUTCOME OF YOR KIDS.

So what about appearances? Is it true that we canampearthe outcome of our
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children, and that the lives of hundreds of other fampiese that point? I'd say that is
a very important question to consider, but I'd also sayd@ppearances are very
deceiving. Over the past few decades family values hakeéraway in both Christian
and non Christian homes. Perhaps what we think ofj@®d home is only good in
comparison to other homes. It is possible that many “tooeks” are really not that
good at all. It may be that the standards in the gee@Ghristian home are so far off, that
they're really not worth looking to for what works antiat doesn’t. That is my opinion.
| think the average Christian parents try hard, andrfekrably. I’'m not saying every
parent who goes through tough times, or who has had atehildrom God has failed
miserably. | don't believe that. But | think veryfgarents really nail it with parenting.
The put in lots of time, energy, and effort, but they'tinalil it. Is that proud to say that
we can succeed where others have failed? | thinkfitve are basing our confidence on
our own efforts and programs it is, but if the beliefha future success of our children is
based on what God says, then that is not proud aT bHt is faith.

Let me put it this way. I'm not very good at losing weigMost people | know are not
very good at losing weight. Some people | know eat vitly &nd are still overweight.
Some people | know eat a lot and never gain any weigbtweMer, it would be wrong to
issue a blanket statement that we really have no cantenlthe outcome of our weight.
We all know, when it comes right down to it, that thsue of weight loss is simply a
matter of exercise and diet. Some people are an exndptthe rule, like those with
health issues, but for most of us, exercise andidigte key to weight loss. In the same
way, in parenting you should not fear (or take comforthe failures of others. Just
because lots of parents are failing does not mean #hahowuld issue a blanket statement
that says, “Parenting does not work. You cannot cohtrl your kids turn out.” On the
contrary, just like in dieting, there are principleatttvill bring great success for the vast
majority of the parents who apply them. Could therexzeptions? Sure, there may be
exceptions to the rule, but the rule should be that gosh{sausing good parenting
principles will result in good kids who become good &lulfm every bit as confident of
that as the fact that if | diet and exercise, | Wlbke weight.

What about the issue of free will? How can | have @nfidence in how my kids turn
out when | know that they have freewill? This isexiellent point, and | think this is
why there could be exceptions to the rule that good panemtg good parenting
principles will result in good kids who become good eddul¥our kids will always have
freewill, however, you have an incredible amount oigifice on their will. We expect
teachers to impact students, officers to changeess|dand coaches to influence athletes.
Why wouldn’t we expect parents to impact their kids@d8nts, soldiers, and athletes all
have freewill, and yet they are greatly influenced logéhover them. Jesus said, “A
student is not above his teacher, but everyone whalystfained WILL be like his
teacher.” (Luke 6:40) Why wouldn’t we expect the same thimg a parent who spends
18 years TRAINING his or her children?

One might ask, “What about Judas? Wasn't he trained hgJeBidn’t his freewill win

out?” That’'s a good point to which | have three respsng-irst of all, if Christians
today “lost” only one out of every twelve of their chédrl’d be a whole lot more
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encouraged with the situation than | am now. Secoitdgems as if Judas may have
been chosen as a disciple not to be a disciple obuhé very purpose of betraying Jesus
and fulfilling scripture (John 17:12). Thirdly, | don’t think amgowould argue that
Judas was “fully trained” as referred to in the verbemit says, “Everyone who is fully
trained WILL be like his teacher.” Had Judas been Jesus{sounds like a great Star
Wars plot) | most certainly would not have expected kivat of outcome from his life.

You must realize that if you do a good job raising your key will be much more
likely to be model citizens than if you don’t. Your kslsould be far more likely to be
following God than to become atheists. They shouldabenbre likely to be doctors,
missionaries, and judges than to turn out to be fraeds| &illers, or terrorists. Why?
Because of your example, your training, and your influeness they have freewill. But
you can greatly influence that will, just as your pareteachers, and Sunday school
teachers have greatly influenced you and your will — fertétter or for the worse.

—Steve Nelson

Motherhood 43 Establishing Parental Authority



Ll Moy Ging 16 Tormr Clr? G 2
%ﬁm%% %,9

Let's go back to a question that we looked at earW&hy in the world would any parent
pour his or her heart, soul, energy, and life into parg@t Of course, the answer (or
maybe one answer) is that we can greatly influenaa,thed that through them we can
greatly influence the world. However, the question itihains. Can we be guaranteed
of success?

The verse commonly used to encourage parents and to gmehtdpe is the following:

Proverbs 22:6 Train a child in the way he should go, ansh\Wwhas old he will not turn
from it. NIV

This verse quite clearly says that if you set childrenrdawertain course, they will
continue to follow down that course. Yet, most of ugehseen families that appear to be
exceptions to this verse, and as a result, our faits neliability can be challenged. |
think the following excerpt may help lay a foundationftather discussion. It is an
excerpt from James Dobson and is taken from the Factlsed=amily Bulletin — March
2002

Q. You have said that the children of godly parents sometimes go into
severe rebellion and never return to the faith they were taught. I have
seen that happen to some wonderful families who loved the Lord and were
committed to the church. Still, it appears contradictory to Scripture, which
says, "Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not
turn from it” (Proverbs 22:6). Doesn't this verse promise that all wayward
of fspring will eventually return to the fold?

A. 1 wish Solomon’s message to us could be interpretedigfadtively. | know that the
common understanding of the passage is to accept it e guarantee, but it was not
expressed in that context. Psychiatrist John Whiteingrih his bookParents in Painmakes
the case that the proverbs were never intended to be absolotisgs from God. Instead,
they are probabilities of things that are likely to oc&alomon, who wrote Proverbs,
conveyed his divinely inspired observations on the way humamenand God’s universe
work. A given set of circumstances can be expectgddduce a set of specific
consequences.

Unfortunately, several of these observations, incluBirayerbs 22:6, have been lifted
out of that context and made to stand alone as prom@m®s3od. If we insist on that
interpretation, then we must explain why so many other prowderioet inevitably prove
accurate.

For example, Proverbs 10:4:dzy hands make a man poor, but diligent hands bring
wealth” Have you ever met a diligent—but poor—Christian? | have.

“The fear of the Lord adds length to life, but the years of tHeediiare cut shoit
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(10:27). I've seen some beautiful children die with a Glanstestimony on their lips.

“No harm befalls the righteous, but the wicked have their fillonftiie’ (12:21).

We can all think of exceptions to the statements above.

Parents who believe that Proverbs 22:6 offers a guarainsedvation for the next
generation must remember that even as Adam and Eve wenetiggvehoice between good
and evil, God also gives that same freedom to each individual

| think Dobson’s statements are quite profound, and perhapgh tontroversial. But is
he right? Let’s look at the verse again.

“Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not tam it.”

If this verse does not at first seem to ring true tounsit do we do with it?

We can:

1)

2)

3)

Redefine it. Maybe we need to redefine some of the terms. PetHapwill not

turn from it” doesn’t mean that he will follow it, bjutst that he will not reject it. Or
maybe “train” incorporates the idea that they havgusitbeen taught, but have
accepted and followed the teaching—in which case followhegéaching and being
trained go hand-in-hand. I'm sure there are other worgbmases we could redefine
as well.

The problem with this approach is that if you play wité tvords too much, the verse
gets so watered down that they lose meaning. If teere real hope offered by the
verse, or no instruction, then why was it put in thielé?

Restrict it. Perhaps very few parents succeed in training a chilceiwéty he should
go. Maybe we need to restrict our application of theeveyonly applying to the
parents who have REALLY excelled with their childréhis possible that what we
perceive as successful parenting is not really enoudjthet the parents who have
“failed” never really fulfilled their obligation to tnatheir children properly.

The problem with this approach is that even if we risebar on what it means to
train a child in the way he should go, it still seeiks there are exceptions. If we
raise the bar even higher than that, the hope beingedff=ems unattainable. It
would be like saying, “If you do a perfect job raising yourashéind never falter,
your child will follow all that you taught him.” Do you seéew that waters down the
verse, just like redefining all the terms does? If yaise the standard to something
that is unattainable, then what hope is there? Whiptnyeet the standard? And
why even put the verse in the Bible?

Rethink it. Perhaps it's not a promise at all, but a princifterhaps it's a guiding
truth of life but not an outright guarantee. This setnise the approach the Dobson
is taking in the above quote.

The problem with this approach is that the success fa@rents doesn’'t seem to
even support the idea of it being a guiding truth. In otfweds, it not only doesn’t
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seem like an “absolute promise” but it doesn’t evemsidee a truth that generally
reflects life very well.

So which is it? | personally think it is number 2 mixeavith a little number 3. | don’t
think it is an absolute guarantee that your child will felligou in every single area in
which they've been taught. That would seem to go agdiageaching of freewill.
However, Proverbs 22:6 was put in the Bible to give yqueheto inspire you to a

certain course in your parenting. And | believe thadn ifit is only a guiding principle,
then it is one that is worth following. Good parentingdarces good results. That should
be true in every case, or at least in almost all@fctises. | think that is the spirit of
Proverbs 22:6, and if the hope we take from that verseaggtmore watered down than
that | think we should seriously question whether wey tbelieve God’s Word or not.

| also believe that most parents do not do a nearly ateegimin raising their children.
Many take a whack at it, but very few hit the nail oa blead—and if you don’t hit a nalil
on the head the nail doesn't usually fair very well, dtizdt is not enough to go to
church, set a curfew, keep your kids out of R rated moaies keep them off drugs.
Training a child in the way he should go involves a much adepel of involvement
than most parents pursue.

| believe as parents we can hold a very high levebofidence in the outcome of our
kids. Even if we don’t have an absolute 100%-money-backagtee, we still have a
principle given to us by God for the very purpose of givinguch a hope and
expectation. Parent in a way that teaches your kidstb follow God wholeheartedly,
and expect that to bear good and lasting fruit in the bfg®ur kids.

Remember that everything that does not come from mgmi(Romans 14:23). God
wants us to trust him with this. Too many parents live an festead of faith. They fear
that God’s Word won'’t prove true, or that they willthe exception, rather than living in
faith that if they trust in His Word and follow it thid will lead them down a good path.
Have faith that God’s way will win!

—Steve Nelson
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What would you think if God didn’t allow someone to be agalsecause he was ugly,
or disfigured, or because he had a brother who didn’t folkeaLbrd. It would seem
wrong to disallow someone from pastoring because oftbamgethat he had no control
over, had nothing to do with his job, and had nothing to do thé set roles that God had
given him.

So, you may be asking yourself, what does this have tatdgerenting? My response
is, “Everything!” Look at the following verses:

1 Timothy 3:4-5 [An elder] must manage his own family veeltl see that his children
obey him with proper respec{lf anyone does not know how to manage his own family,
how can he take care of God's church?) NIV

1 Timothy 3:12 A deacon must be the husband of but oneandenmust manage his
children and his household well. NIV

Titus 1:6 An elder must be blameless, the husband of leuvde, a man whose children
believe and are not open to the charge of being wild aabedient. NIV

| personally think these are the strongest verses iBitlle that definitively show that
you can win with your kids. | just can’t see any pdssilay to explain them away.

1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1 lay out the requirements for churatdrs, and one of the
requirements is that they have good kids—kids who are bediewdo are not wild and
disobedient, who are manageable, and who respectdtiegars. Now if a father has a
fair amount of control of these things in his kids’ 8yéhen this requirement is fair.
However, if fathers really have little or no contower how their kids turn out, then this
requirement for church leadership is as random as if €quaired His leaders to be
members of the Arian race, or if God judged them baseteobehavior of their
extended family. Do you see the connection now? Gmddanot require that leaders
have good kids if having good kids was merely a product obduok! Having good
kids is a result of following God’s principles in youwo life, and in your parenting
practices!

CLEARLY, God believes that parents are equipped for, resple for, and capable of
producing good kids—kids who are believers, who are not wilddaubedient, who are
manageable, and who respect their parents.

Parent, you MUST be convinced of this. You MUST take aslp for how your
children turn out, and you MUST have faith that with Galtithings are possible.
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Everyone else may think that your job as a parent iggustlucate, provide for, and
protect your kids until they are on their own. Everyelse may think that you just have
to cross your fingers and hope they turn out okay, but y@uaa@ everyone else. You
must lock into the responsibility that God has given.yHe clearly thinks you can
change the outcome of your kids’ lives. You need tebelthe same!

—Steve Nelson
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3 Specific Goals of our rules and standards -

Establishing the /

of our home

Giving the His rightful place in our homes

Goal #1. to God

Goal #2. Supports, enforces their as a child of God

When we are parenting, we are
Proverbs 14:1" The wise woman builds her house, but wn’rh her own hands the foolish
one tears hers down."

1 Corinthians 3:10 15- “But each one should be how he builds. If
any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay, or
straw, his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It
will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man’s work. If
what he has built survives, he will receive his . If it is burned up,
he will . he himself will be saved, but only as one
escaping through the flames. *

Goal #3.
as by the Lord as possible,
Our goal is not to just our kids and have them be

Matt 28:19, 20 - Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven
and on earth has been given o me. Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
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We are called to be families.

Foundational rules and standards -
According to the 1
of the - Galatians 5:22, 23
Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control-

The presence or lack of the fruits of the Spirit indicate the -
of the

1 Corinthians 13 love - love is patient, love is kind, not proud, gentle....
Sometimes love is a , and sometimes love is
an . either way it needs to consistently happen!

Standards in our own personal lives:

For you, as the parent:
"Character is what you are in the ." - Dwight L. Moody

1 Tim 4:12, 15-16 "Set an example...

in ,

and in ...Be diligent in these matters; give yourself
wholly to them, so that everyone may see your progress. Watch your life
and doctrine closely. Persevere in them, because if you do, you will save both

yourself and your hearers."

- Your life will reflect what you

o I can't ask my kids to be anything
that
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Standards for the children:
For them -
Remember that they are recipients of
exactly what you to them,
what world that create for them
- that world is defined by the you
set and the you make.

"Team player” -

Rules communicate to the children-

we in you"-
“we will you"-
“your life has !
Rules/ Standards -the first,

not just their

More than behavior - danger of focusing on behavior -
A behavior change that does not come from a
will come back and bite you in the form of rebellion when

Direct correlation between heart and behavior
-"The behavior a person exhibits is an expression of the overflow of the heart.” -
Shepherding a Child's Heart

"What your children and is a reflection of what is in their
hearts.” - Skepherding a child's Heart

(Recommended reading: Shepherding a Child's Heart - by Dr. Tedd Tripp)

More than education -
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What is important? Your child's character!!l

Character Areas - "Character is simply long continued.” -
Plutarch

How do we establish rules and standards?
(handout called "Setting the Standard”)

days are a must to establish rules and standards

Shaping them -

Motherhood

Myth of

Called to -

1 Kings 1:5-6 Now Adonijah, whose mother was Haggith, put himself
forward and said, "I will be king." So he got chariots and horses
ready, with fifty men to run ahead of him. °(His father had never
interfered with him by asking, "Why do you behave as you do?" He
was also very handsome and was born next after Absalom.)

David may have been a man after God's own heart in many areas, but
he failed as a father. David's son Amnon raped his own half-sister.
His son Absalom killed Amnon, tried to take the kingdom away from
David, and even slept with David's concubines. David's son Adonijah
tried to take the kingdom from David when the fime for him to
appoint his successor was near. David's family was a mess.

Danger!
Too much and too little

Freedom comes naturally.
You have to to give them responsibility.

Misconception - Childhood years are for

Result of not interfering:
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Proverb 29:15 “a child left to himself his
mother.” How do you say that in today's terms?

End result of a godly child:
*self-imposed

*self- (they make the choice to do the
right thing BY THEMSELVES),

*self- system

Always be thinking!! As an

"Make our days count..."

-It has been said, "Let every Christian father and mother understand, when
their child is years old, that they have done more than half
of all they will ever do for his "

URGENCY OF YOUR DAYS

Spend time at home -

Value of structure

Relationships -

Parent/Child Relationship:
Establishing and Authority -
Obey , , and !

“Look into my eyes”

"Touch my leg "

"Yes Mom" - not "why Mommy?"

"Others may, we may not.” - "Others may not, we may."

“*No words"
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"One spot; you can't get up.” - blanket time

"May I please ask a question?” - No talk back

As a parent, don't be afraid to say |
“éf"owmg Up Whitney' pg. 85-86 "There is power, wisdom, and strength in saying

“. The Bible is filled with the concept of "no”. Eight of the Ten commandments
are “no". The "do not” instructions are general, simple and easily understood, and
God gives them to us in big doses, page after page. From the first chapter to the
last, God's Word is filled with all kinds of "no's". God is simple, strong and repetitive
in feaching us over and over what not to do. Often it can seem that the "no's” of the
Bible are just not that helpful anymore. However, if we think this, we are in error.
The first things we teach our children always involve the concept of “no" and I dare
say that much of our work as they get older still involves the discipline of saying
"no” in one way or another. Have you ever wondered whether too many “no's” will
hurt your child's self image? God doesn't seem to worry about it. Why are we so
overly concerned about a healthy self-image anyway? Our prisons are filled with
men who have strong self-images. Here in Colorado, a university study concluded
that some of the strongest self-image scores in our state were found among the
general prison population at Canyon City State Penitentiary. God knows that true
and healthy confidence comes from obedience. When we disregard the "no's” in life,
that is when we get hurt. It is our rebellion against rule and law that damages us.
... To see this happen, we need to “lower the boom" over and over. We cannot "spare
for their crying” whether they are three or 13. We generally should not yield to
them or to their wants. ...... The word "no" is a good word. There is nothing wrong
or old-fashioned about “no

If your child is not bringing you ,itis issue.

Relationship with Others:
Others focused - "Be !

Others more important than yourself - "Be a to others."

Share, share, share

1 Corinthians 3:19 “For the wisdom of this world is
in God's sight.”
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Teaching them - i.e. sharing a room
How fo get along with roommates
About marriage
About sharing
About being content

Serve, serve, serve

Starts in the

Ephesians 6:7,8 "Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the
Lord not men, because you know that the Lord will reward everyone
for whatever good he does...."

Forgiveness - Understanding the

One Standard -

"When children fail, parents have a good opportunity to demonstrate the
difference between failing and being a failure. Learning to fail successfully
is part of living successfully.” -Charles Stanley -

- shows for God

Repentance - goal of the heart -

The must change, not just the

Rev.3:20 "Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline, so be earnest and
repent.”

Unity -

High standard of respecting others, getting along;

Impact of Parents “"wording” on unity in the family
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Hard work -

Overall rule:
manages, do the work - even little ones

Think through: "What can I include them in on?"

Result:

Put the time in in order to produce the
result. Yes, it will be
hard for four to five days until they are trained, but it is so worth it
FOR THEM AND FOR YOU

Natural, but behavior —

behavior not the goal; behavior defined by the

is the goal.
Boys naturally and
Girls naturally and

Psalm 139:23 “Search me, O God, and know my heart..."See if there is
any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.”

Tangible Examples:
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Young people are prone to foolishness and fads; the cure tmrmegh tough-minded
discipline. (Proverbs 22:15 The Message)

Many parents question whether or not they should intergh their children’s personal
choices. Should you let your kids pierce their ears, noseg|s, or tongues? Is it okay
if they stay out late, or even all night? Can they &ualbtheir hair, grow it long, make
it spiked, or die it orange? Is it all right if they weaini-skirts, tube tops, a dog collar,
or dress all in black? Is it okay if they get tattdde8hould you let them smoke if they
want to? Can you pick their friends?

Just because these questions are personal choices doestryaumauthority and
responsibility to set boundaries. God in his infinitedsis has giveour children to
youto parent. He wantguto useyour wisdom to
lovingly guide and diredihem

4
Almost all choices could be viewed as personal, and
almost all choices have social impacts. Education aféeg
child’s personhood. It is your responsibility to guide anc
direct the educational process. It would be wrong to jug
say, “Who am | to force my child to be educated?hdd t
really my right?” That's ridiculous. As parents wenp
in and encourage our kids to study and to learn as muc
they can because we believe that will help them develof
certain life skills and help equip them for adulthood.

If we can direct choices such as education, then we shattiaeother more personal
life choices can and should also be directed, becausaldeesgffect a child’s ability to
succeed and be a positive contributor to society.

Their habits, dress, appearance, and even friends affestthing about your children:
social circles, employment opportunities, ability to retatethers, and effectiveness in
outreach. This being the case it only makes sense ttenaten their lives and direct
them in ways that you think would be good for them.

Parents can often be fooled into thinking that choices in atgas are important for kids
to make on their own because that is their identity. ltd@hieve this is the case. You
as the parent are shaping their identity in many waystead of focusing on our child's
personality and preferences, we should focus on who the &iptethey are and their
identity in Christ. Typically what teens are expressmthese areas is not their identity,
but their rebellion against the standards of their hometanstandards of society. If so
gifted, your children can be artsy, creative peopléaut rebelling against society.
Having them cut their hair, cover up their bodies, and loolcaiyshuman is not some
kind of horrible dogmatic repression. Instead, it is ddimg, guiding hand of parents
who clearly understand their God-given authority in theirdchit’'s lives.

- Steve Nelson
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The Measure of a boy / girl

1. Obedient

2. Pays attention

3. Learns to share, is considerate of
others

4. Accepts discipline without anger
or pouting

5. Responds to direction to control
emotions

6. Starts building a reputation

7. Starts developing good work
habits

8. Can handle pain

The Measure of a Young Man /

Woman

1. Has a sense of purpose

2. Has good work habits (Is a self-
starter)

3. Distinguishes him/herself by

good deeds

Is strong against peer pressure

Develops the right friends

Is not naive

Values parent’s instruction in his

heart

8. Trusts in God’s Word

9. Manages his/her emotions

10. Has good speech

11. Not foolish, is sensible

12. Has a good countenance

13. Respects others, protects
siblings

14. Honors opposite sex

15. Knows how to handle suffering

16. Is trustworthy and faithful

17. Has Biblical understanding of
grace and forgiveness

No ok
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The Measure of a Man / Woman

Knows Proverbs

Exhibits Fruits of the Spirit

Controls emotions

Has strong overall character

Can handle responsibility and
pressure

Has wisdom

Is a devoted disciple

Can lead — others and family
Has character qualities of an
elder
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Taken from a Rick Whitney
seminar.
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Great Commission Northwest
11851 Orleans Circle
Commerce City, CO 80022
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Dlomppite Handirrads ) Ghoress

These standards are certainly not what each of oulrehidoes all the time, but
they are ones that they are capable of. Our purpadeanng these is not to set
up our children as the ideal, because they are not. Thesg®iis just to give
some frame of reference as to what you can expatt ditferent age groups.

- Steve and Kathleen Nelson

Malia (18 months)

Sit down in her highchair when told to

Come when asked to

Sit still in my lap for 10 minutes (no fussing or touching keyboard)
Stay on a blanket for 30 minutes without getting off (clay vith toys or
watch a video, but may not fuss)

Stay in a room when told to

Refrain from touching off limit items (plants, TV, s& outlets, keyboard,
etc...)

Will stay in bed

(There is a huge difference between 1 % years and & gae to continued
training and communication abilities.)

Keziah (3 ¥2)

Can do simple tasks and favors. (get me a pop, throw awéace of
trash, go get a Kleenex, etc...)

“Be mommy’s helper”

Can help pickup toys

Share

Play in room quietly

Lay down quietly even if not sleeping

Obeys when we say “no words”

Will work to control emotions (tries to suck it up, cag quietly)
Will try new foods and eat what she’s told to.

Help bring groceries in

Will not demand her own way and win

(There is a huge difference between 3 % years and @ gae to continued
training, physical , and mental abilities.)
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Silas (5 %2)

Helps quite a bit around the house (helps with sweedisges, pickup,
etc...)

Can fold and put away own laundry

Can completely pick up a room nicely by himself

Can help entertain younger children

Can stop in the middle of a task he enjoys to do somethatgstasked of
him (not always joyfully at first)

Can sit quietly and read a book or do a task for 30 mirautesre

Often reads from children’s short story Bible (clainesréad the O.T!)
Can politely answer phone (“Hello, Nelsons. Would you fikéalk to my
mom or dad?...0One moment please.”)

Knows major Bible stories

Has 10-15 verses memorized

Hope (7 %2)

Significant help around the house (sweeping, can load anddidishes,
pickup, etc...)

Can sort out a load of laundry and load it, run it, tlemis to dryer, fold it,
and put it away

Can play with children with an outreach mindset or esxtto a new kid in
Sunday school instead of next to her friends

Diligent worker

Reads from Children’s Bible

Knows major Bible stories well. Knows many minor Bilskories.

Has 15-20 verses memorized (Familiar with others)

(9 72)

Significant help around house—almost like having another.aéidtcan
even motivate other kids to help at times. He cak pica whole floor
completely, sweep and mop by himself, dishes, laundry, dtde just
started mowing the yard, but needs lots of gfage

Will self start at times — read on own, clean up to ssepus, do
homework, etc...

Will obey without demanding to know the “whys” (trusts mand dad’s
judgment)

Can prioritize siblings over peers

Still disobeys at times, but wrestles to do right (KMilike | do!)

Will frequently confess his sins before he is caught

Has own quiet times from a New Century Version Bible

Knows major and minor Bible stories and details wetigws all the
judges, many of the kings, Ezra, Nehemiah, parables, etc...)

Has 45 verses memorized (Familiar with many others)

Shows spiritual concern for others, invites people to ¢hurc
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Blaise (11 %)

Can do most chores and responsibilities that an aanltio.

Can mow the yard.

Does babysitting for a small group (where adults arerstihe home). He
also baby-sits for us for short periods of time whilerwe errands or take
a walk around the park.

Is doing some odd jobs like taking care of the neighbarsé while they
are on vacation.

Serves as a Sunday school helper in church.

Serves as a Power Point operator at church.

Can keep track of own responsibilities and events withmal
supervision: what day to take out trash, when he idsibe to serve at
church, what night he baby-sits, etc...

Has taken an outreach class and learned to sharethisifgg has done so
on a handful of occasions.

Tries to engage his friends in spiritual conversations.

Has consistent quiet times. (at least 4 days a wéekmwom and dad,
some other adults, and Hope (9 ¥2). We all read, prayeoramze for 40
minutes and then for the last ten minutes we sharewdatad.)

Has 100 verses memorized well.

Shows spiritual concern for others, invites people to ¢hurc

Academic: responsible for managing his own school

Reads and finishes a book within a designated time frame

Has a list of 15 responsibilities (academic, spiritaagres, relationships,
etc.) that he is responsible to complete every daymatparental
oversight.
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Goitie Dints

1. Always live in a way that honors God.
Mark 12:30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all
your strength.’
2. Treat others as you would want to be treated.
Matthew 7:12 Do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.
3. Share with others.
Hebrews 13:16 And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.
Only tell the truth.

Leviticus 19:11b "Do not lie.’ Do not deceive one another.”

Don't take what belongs to someone else.
Leviticus 19:11a "Do not steal.”

Be thankful for what you have, and what you're given.
Philippians 4:11b I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances.
Be kind to others.
Ephesians 4:32 Be kind and compassionate to one another.
8. Treat your siblings with great kindness. They are your closest
“neighbors."
Mark 12:31a The second [most important command] is this: Love your neighbor as yourself.’
9. Obey your parents.
Colossians 3:20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.
10. Treat your parents with respect.
Ephesians 6:2a "Honor your father and mother.”
11. Obey teachers, coaches, and other trusted adults.
1 Peter 2:13 Submit yourselves for the Lord's sake to every authority instituted among men.
12. Always speak cheerfully.
Philippians 2:14 Do everything without complaining or arquing.
13. Do not speak with harsh words or a harsh tone.
Ephesians 4:29a Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths.
14. When you are given a job to do, work hard.
Colossians 3:23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord..
15. Control your anger and frustration.
James 1:19b Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry.

16. Do not take revenge when you've been wronged. Get help from a parent.
Romans 12:19 Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to
avenge, I will repay,” says the Lord.

17. Don't talk back.

Proverbs 18:13 He who answers before listening—that is his folly and his shame.
18. Have a happy heart.

Proverbs 15:30a A cheerful look brings joy to the heart.

19. Forgive others.
Colossians 3:13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive
as the Lord forgave you.

20. Accept discipline with a good heart.

Proverbs 13:1 A wise son heeds his father's instruction, but a mocker does not listen to rebuke.

N o o b

From Steve and Kathleen Nelson.
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Not quick tempered vs. easily Man or woman of faith (vs. fearful)
angered Are gou confident of your standing wit_h _
Do you get angry at other drivers, your God? Is your perception of your relationship

spouse or your children? Do others around With God based on your feelings, or on what
you notice this anger displayed, or do you the Bible says? Are you_W|II|ng to step into
immediately control it? Are you frequently ~ oles that you feel ill equipped for? Do you
using a raised voice with your children? uses your gifts and talents when opportunities
Proverbs 14:17, 29; Matthew 5:22; Ephesians®/1S€? HOW'S your prayer life?

. . - .Q- . Romans 14:23b; 1 Corinthians 16:13;
4:26,31; Colossians 3:8; James 1:19,20 2 Corinthians 5:7; Galatians 5:6b; Hebrews

Family man / woman 11; James 2:26
Do other people want a marriage like yourS'IEaithful vs. unfaithful

and/or children like yours? Are your childre . -
a joy to be around? Are you confident that Are you careful to fulfill your responsibilities

. : ith even the small things?
your kids will turn out weil? Do your spouse ! ! ) T
and kids enjoy being around you? Matthew 25:14-30; Luke 16:10;

Deuteronomy 6:6,7; Proverbs 19:18; 22:6; 1 Corinthians 4:2; 1 Peter 4:10,11
29:17; Ephesians 5:22-33; Colossians 3:18'F0rgiving

2_1' 1 Timothy 3:2-7,12; Titus 1:6-9; 1 Peter * you have bad feelings towards people that

3:1-7 have harmed you in the past? Are you bitter
Committed, sacrificed life or do you have a grudge against anyone?

Are you determined to do what God wants, ~ Proverbs 19:11; Matthew 6:12; 18:21-22;

even if it seems like other paths seem easier Mark 11:25; Luke 6:37b; Luke 23:34a;

or more fulfilling? Is God frequently on the = EPhesians 4:32; Colossians 3:13

back burner, while other things like school, Geantle vs. violent or overbearing

work, or sven recreation get most of the Would people characterize you as being harsh
attention? Are you determined to follow or overbearing? Do you occasionally "let

God, even if no one else around you will? S .
o e A oA people have it" (verbally or physically)
Mark 12:30; Matthew 6:33; 16:24; Luke because they've "got it coming"?

14:25-33 1 Timothy 3:2-7; Titus 1:6-9; Galatians

To you tend to buy lots of things that you i
can't afford (i.e. on credit)? Are you happy Giving, generous
with having things that are less than the best?

E)'(r?dmlgsth206l(§8pr|]—l|lé%$gfcg ;'3151)12 heart? Are you a good tipper? Do you see
y 6:6-5, ' money as something that needs to be

Diligent vs. lazy carefully managed and controlled, or more

Do you devote hours of time to entertainment K€ a tool that you can use to do good?

and recreation while neglecting your studies, Matthew 6:24-33; Luke 16:9-15; Romans

work, home, or relationship with God? N .

Proverbs 12:24,27: 13:4: 1p4:23; 28:19.20; 2 Corinthians 8:7-9; 9:6-8; 1 Timothy 6:18

Colossians 3:23; 2 Thessalonians 3:9-12  Hgnest vs. deceitful

Do you regularly give to the Lord and to
those in need? Do you give with a cheerful

Eternally minded Do you occasionally "bend the rules" for your

Does the thought of heaven and eternity bring®Wn 9ain? Do you give people answers that
you hope? Is the fear of hardship or loss in are _h_alf-truths or that are "legally correct"?
this life overwhelming? Leviticus 19:11; Proverbs 4:24; 10:9; 11:3;
Psalm 90:12; Proverbs 14:32; 12:17,20; 1 Peter 2:1

1 Corinthians 7:29-31; 15:19; Colossians 1:5;

Titus 2:13; 1 Peter 1:13
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Humble vs. proud Unselfish vs. selfish
Are you constantly worried about what other Will you refrain from doing things that are
people think of you? Is it important that your not wrong, but that might be hard for others?
accomplishments are recognized? Can you Do you think of ways to serve others and not
gracefully accept correction or criticism? Do do them because it is inconvenient for you?
you act in ways that promote yourself instead Matt 16:25; Rom 12:17; 14:21; 1 Cor 10:24;
of God or others? 13:5; 2 Cor 8:21; Phil 2:3,4
Prov 22:4; 29:23; Micah 6:8; Matt 18:4; Luke .
14:10; Rom 12:3; Col 3:12; James 4:10;  S€rving

1 Peter 5:5 Do you see it as a burden to serve others, or
as a joy? Do you frequently serve in ways
Joyful which provide no reward?
Do you grumble and complain a lot? Do you Matt 20:28; Mark 10:43-45; John 13:14-16;
enjoy praising God? Rom 12:11; 1 Cor 15:58; 2 Cor 4:5; Gal 5:13;

Romans 12:12; 2 Corinthians 6:10; Galatians 6:9-10; Eph 2:13; 4:16; 6:7,8; Phil 2:3-7,20-
5:22; Philippians 2:14; 4:4; 1 Thess 5:16 21; Col 3:23; 1 Peter 2:16; 4:10,11

Loving Sexually pure
Do you frequently think about what would be Do you see the opposite sex as objects or
good or helpful for other people? Do you try people? Do you look at or listen to material
to put yourself in other people's shoes? Do that no one else knows about? When you
you make a conscious effort to tell or show have improper thoughts, do you feed them, or
others that you love them? starve them?
Matthew 22:39; John 13:35; 15:12,13; Proverbs 4:25; 27:20; Job 31:1; Matthew
Romans 12:9; 1 Corin 13; Gal 5:22; Col 3:12; 5:27-30; Romans 13:13,14; 1 Corinthians
1 Timothy 6:11; Titus 2:2; Heb 13:1; 1 Peter 6:12-20; Ephesians 4:19; 5:3,4;Colossians
1:22; 2 Peter 1:5-8; 1 John 3:16 3:5-8; 1 Thessalonians 4:3-5; James 1:13-15;

. 1 Peter 4:3-5; 1 John 2:15-17
Obedient

Are you more concerned with discovering Controlled speech

truth, than obeying the truth that you already Do you say things about people that you
know? If something is blatantly clear in the would never say if they were listening? Are
Bible, will you accept it even if it is a hard the things that you talk about typically
teaching? Are you known more for your helpful or building for your hearers?
actions, or your stances on different issues? Proverbs 10:19; 17:27; 21:23; 29:20;

John 14:15,21,23-24; 1 Corinthians 7:19; Ephesians 4:29; 5:4; Colossians 3:8; 4:6;

1 John 5:2; James 1:22 James 1:19,26

Patient and enduring Teachable vs. unresponsive
Are you willing to wait for God's timing, or Are you eager to learn from others and the
do you try to speed it along? Have you Bible? Is it more important to you to be

struggled with questions for God that remain right, or to look right?

unresolved for years? Do you have a pattern Proverbs 22:17; Acts 17:11; 1 Thessalonians
of continually switching majors, jobs, or 2:13; 2 Timothy 3:16; Hebrews 12:7; 13:17
churches? Are you easily overwhelmed, - . L

tired, or discouraged to the point that you Unified with others vs. divisive

start dropping the ball in some of your high ~ Are you supportive of the direction of your

priority areas? leaders? If you disagree with the direction a

Rom 5:3,4; Gal 6:9; 2 Thes 3:13; Heb 12:1-3; leader is going, do you tell the leader, or do

James 1:3,4; James 5:10,11; 2 Peter 1:5-8  you tell the followers?

) John 17:23; Acts 4:32a; Romans 12:5; 15:5; 1

Self controlled vs. indulgent Corinthians 1:10; 12:25; Eph 4:3,16; Phil

Can you say "no" to yourself in areas of your 2:1,2; Col 2:2a; Heb 10:23-25

life that you would like to change? Are theni1J . .

areas in your life that control you, rather that/Pright, righteous _ _

you controlling them? Are you more focused on what is hono_rlng to

Proverbs 25:28; Galatians 5:22-23, 1 TimothyGod than on what you can get away with?

3:2-7; 2 Timothy 1:7; Titus 1:6-9; 2:2; 2:6; Rom 12:17; 2 Cor 8:21; Titus 1:6-9; 1 Tim

1 Peter 1:13; 4:7; 5:8: 2 Peter 1:5-8 6:11; 1 Peter 1:14,15; 2 Peter 1:5-8; 3:14
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Parents are to do for their children what God does for us—be the

for unconditional acceptance and

value.

2 Corinthians 5:14-15 For Christ's love us, because we
are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. °And he died for
all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who
died for them and was raised again. NIV

LET'S LOOK AT THOSE TWO WORDS CAREFULLY.

We are more to God than

Webster's acceptance - to receive , worthy
of , adequate, satisfactory, approval, to admit into

a group or place, to understand as having a specific meaning

Webster's value - worth in or usefulness to the
possessor, to regard highly, highly , To
estimate or appraise the worth of something,

Regardless of where we are in life we can be certain that God is for
us.
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Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While
we were sinners, Christ died for us. NIV

Ephesians 2:4-5 But because of his great love for us, God, who
is rich in mercy, °>made us alive with Christ
we were dead in transgressions.. NIV

When a child truly believes he has a value that is more than his actions or
attributes, he has a foundation for
and

When your child believes that you value him or her this way, you have laid a

foundation to and your child.
Acceptance and value are communicated through our with
them.

In our relationship with our children, we must NOT:

Value them by the standards the does:
Attractiveness
Athletics
Academics
Achievement
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Do you

Do you

Do you
etc..)

1 John 4:5 They are from the world and therefore speak from
the viewpoint of the world.. NIV

them to other kids?

different kids?

your kids? (You're so stupid, naughty,

Discussion Question: Did your parents ever label you, either positive
or negative? And what has been the impact of that label?

Do you
etc..)

gift areas? (You're so smart, pretfty,

In our relationship with our children we must NOT:
Try to change them by

them
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A person who senses

closes himself to
that . a person who senses
opens himself to that influence.

In our relationship with our children we must NOT:

Value one child -

Example of Jacob and Joseph (Genesis 37:3)
1 Timothy 5:21 ...do nothing out of favoritism. NIV
Romans 2:11 "For God does not show favoritism.” NIV

Would your children say you have a favorite child?

PRACTICALS OF

Develop your

time leads to

time.

time happens somewhere along the

way.
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When there is not quality of time,
" " in parenting tend to have a

greater impact.

Rules without relationship =

Relationship without rules/ correction =

The stronger the the more
you can give.

You can't just hope to get their heart. Reach out and grab it.

-Different for each individual child

Give your kids YOUR

Proverbs 23:26 My son, give me your heart NIV

"Maybe the first half of that favorite verse should read, 'T
will give you my heart first, now give me your heart, my son." -
Rick Whitney (p. 205)

A challenging question: Do your kids really have your heart, or
do they just have your time and your energy?

You can be their AND
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Jesus called us friends!

John 15:14-15 You are my friends if you do what I command. *°I no
longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his
master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for
everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to
you. NIV

Mommies, love is not

PRACTICALS OF LOVE

Communicate complete to your
kids.

Matthew 3:17 And a voice from heaven said, "This is my
Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” NIV

Communicate - This is my son

Communicate - whom I love
(unconditionally)

Communicate - I am well
pleased
your kids you them.
Everyday: a , a

Excerpt from "The Blessing" by Gary Smalley and John Trent (pg. 25) - "In
many homes today, words of love and acceptance are seldom heard. A tragic
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misconception parents in these homes share is that simply being present
communicates the blessing (love). Nothing can be further from the truth. A
blessing becomes so only when it is spoken.

For a child in search of the blessing, the major thing silence communicates
is confusion. Children who are left to fill in the blanks when it comes to what
their parents think about them will often fail the test when it comes to feeling
valuable and secure. Spoken words at least give the hearer an indication that he
or she is worthy of attention.

Many adults we see in counseling interpret their parents’ silence as....they
feel as though they are "third string” children to their parents. Their parents
may have provided a roof over their heads (or even a Porsche to drive), but
without spoken words of blessing, they are left unsure of their personal worth
and acceptance.

"But I don't yell at my children or cut them down like some parents,” some
may say. Unfortunately, even a lack of negative words does not translate into a
spoken blessing. Good intentions aside, good words are necessary to provide
genuine acceptance.

Don't at your kids.

Slow to

James 1:19 My dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone
Should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become
angry, “°for man's anger does not bring about the righteous life
that God desires. NIV

Proverbs 17:27 A man of knowledge uses words with restraint, and a
man of understanding is even-tempered.

in love
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Psalms 86:15 But you, O Lord, are a compassionate and gracious
God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness. NIV

Are you abounding in and slow
to , or slow to anger and abounding in love?

as much as you correct.

Proverbs 15:1-2 A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up
anger. ° The tongue of the wise commends knowledge, but the mouth of the
fool gushes folly. NIV

Proverbs 12:18 Reckless words pierce like a sword, but the tongue of the
wise brings healing. NIV

It's all in the wording.

A tip

Constant discouragement may be a warning sign that something is

Colossians 3:20-21 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this
pleases the Lord. “'Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they
will become discouraged.

Is the bar is too ?
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Is the bar too low?

Does the bar everyday?

Speak to them ina that you would use in
front of others.

Treat them as you would if someone else were

Colossians 3:12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and
dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, gentleness and patience. NIV

The Ultimate Love:

I John 3: 16 "This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ
his life for us, and we ought also to
our life for others.”

Discussion Question: How did Jesus lay down His life for us?

Do you love your kids?
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Have you laid down your life for them?

John 15: 12, 13 "My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.
Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.”

Jesus said "my command”, not my .
He us to love our children, love our husbands AS
HE HAS LOVED Us!l”

A very challenging question:
Do you love your kids as Jesus loves you?
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Love
Thoughtful Questions

From your childhood, what is one of your fondest meesowith one or both of
your parents?

Do you think you tend to be too strict or too soft on yads® Which do you
think is more dangerous?

What are some good ways to communicate love to your Ridk&n you were a
kid, what communicated love to you?

How do you think your parents’ expressions of love andtsass affected you?
How do you think your upbringing affects your tendencieim area?

What would you like to do differently in this area?
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1 Peter 4:8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love coveis mudtitude of
sins. NIV

| was once taught that you should praise someone morgabasorrect him. | don’t
know if that is the perfect balance, but I think it is addle to think through that there is a
need for balance and to figure out what that looks bke/éur own family.

| remember a regional manager that | had when | workedaok in a restaurant. He
was a perfectionist to the extreme. Nothing was ever ddme gatisfaction. It seemed
as if there was no way to win. Nothing was ever donesia@tigh or well enough. Even
when | would stay late to help he’d be upset that | wasiy the company overtime.
There was just no way to win. He drove me crazy. Betyetime | finished a shift he
call to me from the office as | was leaving, “Steve, cdraee.” I'd poke my head into
his office and he’'d always give me a verbal pat on the bad#oking me in the eye and
saying something like, “You did a good job today.” It's ptallgahe only thing that kept
me from quitting. His “love” expressed at the end of theatarered up a multitude of
his “sins”.

In parenting, kids need constant correction. That mimaysprobably need constant
affirmation as well. A hug, a smile, a wink, a teaséckle and a frequent “I love you”
goes a long ways. If they feel we are constantly ridingntteey will become
discouraged. If we are constantly reaffirming them anaowecting them, they will
become self centered. A good healthy dose of correctioafindation will do wonders
for them.

—Steve Nelson

Trasgh Love

Much has been said about "tough love" for misbehaving children.

Most of America's populace thinks it very improper to &pamnldren, so | have
tried other methods to control Jerry when he has bfih@se moments.”

One that | found very effective is for me to just take for a car ride and talk to
him. He usually calms down and stops misbehaving aftelitteicar ride
together. I've included a photo one of our sessions s yau would like to use
the technique.

Just turn this page over...
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Source unknown. Widely distributed e-mail joke.
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ontoy Live (lthortiss Wlthers/

In the sixties and seventies Harry Harlow and his agssc@nducted experiments on
rhesus monkeys. The basic idea of the experiment was to sepaiatant monkey
from its mother and then see what it would attachlioe baby monkeys were provided
with two different artificial mommies. One “mommy” wagade of wood and chicken-
wire. This first “mommy” also had a bottle attachedfeeding. The second “mommy”
was also artificial, did not have a feeding bottle, aagd covered in a soft comforting
cloth.

The experiment showed that even though the first mommy profoded the monkeys
preferred the second mommy by far, and except for feedmg would spend all their
time with her. From the experiment, one could concludebidaies prefer nurture over
provision, or something along those lines.

The experiment also had some interesting side eff@gsause the babies essentially
grew up motherless, they themselves struggled when they benathers. These
motherless mothers took two different forms. About hathefmotherless mothers were
indifferent toward their children. They did not harm théwnt neither did they nurse or
comfort them. They would carry them awkwardly and wadtiprotect them. The
second half of the motherless monkeys also exhibited abnorh@libe They would

hit, bite, claw at, or jump on their children—often to gwent of killing them.

Since this is an experiment on animals and not humanshovwed be careful not to go
too far in paralleling monkey parenting and human parentiwyvever, it might also be
good to use this as a reminder of some principles that egdgiiknow to be true.

1) What you do (or don’'t do) as a parent can profoundly impauat ghildren.

2) Jesus said that the greatest commands were to love Gaallamd others. Love is
foundational in what God wants. As parents we model lowvedr children. What
they see modeled is what they will tenCyss
to imitate. b

3) What example of love were you given ds
a child by your parents? If you were nat
loved adequately, you may have a
standard of love and affection that is fa
below what your child needs. If so,
you'll need to love at a level that may
seem overly loving to you, just to be at
what would be a normal standard of loje
for most. With the Lord’s help, we are
all capable of adequately loving our
children.

Above all, love each other deeply.
(1 Peter 4:8a NIV)

- Steve Nelson
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Dspptine ~ Hies

(Recommended reading: What the Bible says about Child Training by J. Richard Fugate)
(Recommended reading: Shepherding a Child's Heart sy Tedd Tripp)

"Parents must act as the control over a child while he is developing his
own controls. The parents’ role is not to remain as the child's control
for the rest of his life, but gradually to work themselves out of this job."

Warning:

The Balance

Disciplining without love is as as loving without
discipline. Biblical parenting calls for a - the presence
of love and discipline regularly, daily expressed.

1 Peter 4:8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers
over a multitude of sins. NIV

In parenting, kids need constant

That means they probably need constant as
well.

If they feel we are constantly correcting them they will
become

If we are constantly reaffirming them and not correcting them, they
will become

A good healthy dose of correction and affirmation will do wonders for
them.

Discipline Is a form of
Proverbs 13:24 He who spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves
him is careful to discipline him.
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James Dobson - Discipline and love are not antithetical: one is the
of the other.

Building personal -

James Dobson - The parent must convince himself that discipline is
not something he to the child, it is something he does
the child.

We must go on convictions and not

TAKE A MINUTE: At this point in time, right now, if you were talking to a
girl friend that was really doubting whether spanking worked,

how could you share with her that part of God's
calling on parents includes spanking?
1-10 (not a right answer here ©.)

A challenging question: Are you always looking.........?

Is this a red flag that you are not totally sold on what you are doing?

Modeling God's Heart toward us:

Hebrews 12:5-11

And you have forgotten that word of

that addresses you as sons: "My son,
do not make light of the Lord's discipline, and do not lose heart when
he rebukes you, 6because the Lord disciplines those he ,
and he punishes everyone he as a son."

Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what
son is not disciplined by his father? If you are not disciplined (and
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everyone undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate children and
not true sons. Moreover, we have all had human fathers who
disciplined us and we them for it. How much
more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and live!

Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but
God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness. No
discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however,
it produces a harvest of
and for those who have been trained by it.

An important assessment before we go any further:
If your husband is not convinced:

Discipline is ideas - not mine.

Don't do it because I think it is a good idea.
Do it the bible says you should and only then.

Verse by verse:
Prov. 3:11, 12"My son, do not despise the LORD'S discipline and do not resent his

n

n.

rebuke, because the LORD disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he delights

Prov. 12:1 "Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge, but he who hates correction is

"

Prov. 13:24 "He who spares the rod his son, but he who loves him is

to discipline him."

Prov. 15:10 "Stern discipline awaits him who leaves the path; he who hates
correction will die."

Prov. 19:18 "Discipline your son, for in that there is . do not be

a

party to his death.”

Prov. 22:15 "Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but

of discipline will drive it far from him."
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Prov. 23:13, 14 "Do hot, discipline from a child; if you punish him
with the rod, he will not die. Punish him with the rod and save his soul from death.”

Prov. 29:15 "The rod of correction imparts , but a child left to
himself disgraces his mother.”

Prov. 29:17 "Discipline your son, and he will give you : hewill
bring to your soul.”

Ephesians 6:1 "Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this
is . Honor your father and mother...."

Colossians 3:20, 21 “Children, obey your parents in , for this
pleases the Lord."

Revelation 3:19 "Those whom I love I rebuke and . So be earnest,
and repent.”

Strict vrs. Harsh -
You can be strict and do it

You can be strict without using words.

You can be strict without using words.

You can be strict without raising your voice and at
them.

Proverbs 16:21 The wise in heart are called discerning, and pleasant words
promote instruction. NIV

Keep them in the Barrel
Proverbs 15:10 Stern discipline awaits him who leaves the path; he who
hates correction will die.

disciplining on the part of the mother:

#1. Obedience/ disobedience of a -
"She does it because she loves me."
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When we discipline inconsistently (one day we are strict, the next
day we are indifferent), then we are using discipline to teach our
kids to cater to our .

This is very and refutes our teaching them that
we, their mothers, are also children of God and we are obeying God,
so they should be too.

#2. Pray for -
You have to make decisions on the spot -
"How is the child doing?
What does the child need?
How yielded is the child?
Should something different happen here?
What can I say to make him/ her understand? *

Hebrews 12:10 "Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they
thought best: but God disciplines us for our good, that we may share
in his holiness."

#3. Use

1 Samuel 3:13 For I told [Eli] that I would judge his family forever
because of the sin he knew about; his sons made themselves
contemptible, and he failed to restrain them.

#4.

1 Kings 1:5-6 Now Adonijah, whose mother was Haggith, put himself
forward and said, "I will be king." So he got chariots and horses
ready, with fifty men to run ahead of him. ®(His father had never
interfered with him by asking, "Why do you behave as you do?" He
was also very handsome and was born next after Absalom.)
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#5. We must be willing to be i ,
the opportunity, love them enough to do what is
best for them, not what is best for us.

Mark 10:13-16 "People were bringing little children to Jesus to have
him touch them, but the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw
this, he was indignant. He said to the, "Let the little children come to
me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such
as these. ... And he took the children'in his arms, put his hands on
them and blessed them.”

#6. Role of -
There is a dimension to this.
It is not just an action.
God is involved.
He is acting on our as we, the mothers,
HIM in this.

Specifics of Discipline:

#1. Age of child depends - we use other techniques, but not as a
for spanking.
- cannot discipline confidently unless you are sure

they

- cannot discipline confidently unless you are sure they are
blatantly

- The littler the child the more necessity to use , verbal,
words, with much

#e. of the child depends -

In discipline remember that your primary goal is to change
the not . Unfortunately
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you can't see the heart, so you need to discipline any action
that a bad heart.

Doing so will change the heart.

#3. Obey the of your voice -

cheerfully, quickly, completely

specific

#4. Determine “punishable behavior"
“Premeditated Parenting”
House Rules handout

Example:
Teaching Kids How to Relate to Siblings and Peers

Mark 12:31 The second [greatest command] is this:

‘Love your neighbor as yourself." There is no
commandment greater than these." NIV

Discipline for the things that will destroy your children -

There are lots of people who have no self-control—people who

steal, kill, rob, rape, embezzle, cheat, and things of that sort.
They came to a life changing decision, a crossroads, and they
made the wrong choice. For most of them, they've made that
wrong choice fime after time. Many of them are dead—not
physically, but spiritually.

(Remember: This is not just about getting the behavior you desire as a
parent. This is spiritual work!)
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#5. Steps of Discipline:

2 Corinthians 2:6-11 The punishment inflicted on him by the majority
is sufficient for him. "Now instead, you ought to forgive and comfort
him, so that he will not be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. °T urge
you, therefore, to reaffirm your love for him.

Step #1.

Step #2:

Step #3:

Step #4:

#6. Always discipline in love - never in -

Routine of discipline -

"When the rod is used for the
slightest disobedience, it is never associated with anger,
displeasure or rejection because the parent (disciplines)the child
with a patient loving spirit in obedience to God."

Discipline is not an angry reaction or a form of rejection if
done and

0 Spanking is controlled, abuse is out
of .

0 Spanking is done in love, abuse out
of

Calling spanking child abuse is like calling surgeons
slashers. Sure they cut the body, but they do it
because it needs to be done.
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#7. Only spank on the

Proverbs 10:13 Wisdom is found on the lips of the discerning,
but a rod is for the back of him who lacks judgment.
NIV

Proverbs 14:3 A fool's talk brings a rod to his back,
but the lips of the wise protect them.
NIV

exceptions: baby hand spanking

#8. Always use another -

Not the -

Proverbs 22:15 "Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod
of discipline will drive it far from him."

#9. Always discipline in -

Matt. 18:15a “If your brother sins against you, go and show
him his fault, just between the two of you."

#10. Discipline -
Eccl. 8:11 "When the sentence for a crime is not quickly
carried out, the hearts of the people are filled with schemes
to do wrong."

#11. needs to be a part of discipline.

Hebrews 12:11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later
on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who
have been trained by it.
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A concern: Does spanking breed violence? does not seem to
have that concern.

Abuse, neglect, and lack of love seem to breed

#12. must always be the end result. -

Revelation 3:19 Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So
be earnest, and repent.

Proverbs 10:17 People who accept correction are on the
pathway fo life, but those who ignore it will lead others astray.
NLT
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Dhptaves on Poientrng and Tiightone

Genesis 8:21 Thedrob...said in his  resent his rebuké’because thedrD  just between the two of you(Do
heart: "Never again will | curse the disciplines those he loves, as a fatherphigately)
ground because of man, even thoughson he delights in. 1 Corinthians15:33 Do not be misled:

every inclination of his heartis evil  proyerbs 6:23 For these commands atBad company corrupts good

from childhood... lamp, this teaching is a light, and the character.”

Deut 4:9-10 Only be careful, and watatorrections of discipline are the way ®phesians 6:1-4 Children, obey your

yourselves closely so that you do not life, parents in the Lord, for this is right.

forget the things your eyes have seenf,erhs 12:1 Whoever loves discipliféHonor your father and mother”--

let them slip from your heart as long ag),es knowledge, but he who hates  which is the first commandment with a

yOLé ItlvetHT'eam(;hem tf(t) y‘:h‘r children correction is stupid. promise-~"that it may go well with you

?Essgmble;rtﬁel p;iglz be;forznr]ﬁé to h&gpverbs 13:20 He who walks with théind thaf you may enjoy long life on the
Wise grows wise, but a companion of earth." “Fathers, do not exasperate your

my words so that they may learn to ; r ; ;
v e 5 ong e ey i . 1901 STt
land and may teach them to their Proverbs 13:24 He who spares the rod : . ‘
children.” hates his son, but he who loves him i€-0lossians 3:20-21 Children, obey your
careful to discipline him. parents in everything, for this pleases

Deuteronomy 6:6-9 These the Lord. #Fathers, do not embitter

commandments that | give you today Proverbs 15:5 A fool spurns his father}',%ur children, or they will become
are to be upon your heartdmpress  discipline, but whoever heeds Corre‘:tié?%couraged.’

them on your children. Talk about theshows prudence. ]
1 Timothy 3:4,5 [An overseer] must

when you sit at home and when you prqyerps 15:10 Stern discipline await$nanage his own family well and see that
walk along the road, when you lie dovfim who leaves the path; he who hatgis children obey him with proper

and when you get ugTiethemas  qrrection will die. :
symbols on your hands and bind them o respect-(If anyone does not know how
Proverbs 19:18 Discipline your son, fao manage his own family, how can he

on your foreheads’Write them on the
dog:'fr:mes of your holuses and on yom' that there is hope; do not be a willingke care of God's church?)

gates. party to his death. 1 Timothy 3:12 A deacon

Jyoverbs 20:30 The blueness ofa  must...manage his children and his
wound cleanseth away evil: sodo  household well.

%@es the inward parts of the belly.

Deuteronomy 11:18-19 Fix these worl
of mine in your hearts and minds; tie
them as symbols on your hands and Titus 1:6 An elder must be blameless...
them on your foreheads®Teach them a man whose children believe and are
to your children, talking about them Proverbs 22:6 Train a child in the waynot open to the charge of being wild and
when you sit at home and when you he should go, and when he is old he vdisobedient.

walk along the road, when you lie dowot turn from it. Hebrews 12:5-11 And you have

and when you get up. Proverbs 22:15 Folly is bound up in thergotten that word of encouragement

1 Samuel 3:13 For | told him that | heart of a child, but the rod of disciplirtbat addresses you as sons: "My son, do
would judge his family forever becauswill drive it far from him. not make light of the Lord's discipline,

of the sin he knew about; his sons magg,yerbs 23:13-14 Do not withhold @nd do not lose heart when he rebukes
themselves contemptible, and he fa”eﬂﬁscipline from a child; if you punish you, ®because the Lord disciplines those

to restrain them. him with the rod, he will not die. he loves, and he 7punishes everyone he
2 Samuel 7:14 | [God,] will be “punish him with the rod and save hi§CCEPLs as a son.Endure hardship as
[Solomon's] father, and he will be my soul from death. discipline; God is treating you as sons.

For what son is not disciplined by his

son. When he does wrong, | will punisroverbs 28:13 He who conceals his father? ®if you are not disciplined (and

him with the rod of men, with floggings; SO

inficted by men. 99IN93ins does not prosper, but whoever everyone undergoes discipline), then
_ ) confesses and renounces them finds o, 3¢ jliegitimate children and not

1 Kings 1:5-6 Now Adonijah, whose mercy. true sons.*Moreover, we have all had

mother was Haggith, put himself Proverbs 29:15 The rod of correction human fathers who disciplined us and
forward and said, "I will be king.” So hgnarts wisdom, but a child left o we respected them for it. How much
got chariots and horses ready, with fiffimself disgraces his mother. more should we submit to the Father of

men to run ahead of hinf(His father L T
Y it overbs 29:17 Discipline your son, aRH" SPirits and livel”"Our fathers

had never interfered with him by askirﬁ;é will give you peace; he will bring disciplined us for a little while as they

“Why do you behave as you dd?e i thought best; but God disciplines us for
was also very handsome and was bor%‘alIght to your soul. our ggood th:;\t we may sharF:e in his
next after Absalom.) Ecclesiastes 8:11 When the sentenceﬁgﬁness.hNo discipline seems pleasant

crime is not quickly carried out, the
earts of the people are filled with
schemes to do wrongDiscipline

Proverbs 1:8-9 Listen, my son, to you
father's instruction and do not forsake
your mother's teaching'They will be a

at the time, but painful. Later on,
however, it produces a harvest of
righteousness and peace for those who

garland to grace your head and a chafﬁ“icmy) have been trained by it.

to adorn your neck. Mat_thew 18:15a “IfdyorL]Jr brﬁ_therr]_&?s IReveIation 3:19 Those whom | love |
Proverbs 3:11-12 My son, do not ~ 29ainstyou, go and show him his faulfep, ke and discipline. So be earnest,
despise the @RD's discipline and do not and repent
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.@ZW Sitrctton, Mt%m

So what’s on my mind? Three thingSiscipline, Instruction andAffection.
But before | write any more, | would like to takéirme-outand ask you for your
careful attention. | will start with an admission.

| admit that | am not a theologiast@p laughing And if | were to write
several pages on a particular theological position, wiogbu that know me
would write me off. You would probably smile or act athey but either way;, |
would not be taken seriously. And rightly so because hat a theologian. In
that arenal know not whereof | speakBut when it comes to raising kids, | know
what | am talking about, guys.

| want to say something else—Ever notice how our medaastcally
accuses we Christians of being small-minded individualslikb@ur answers
delivered in small, simple doses? Although years agorigket at their
condescending attitude, today | think it has affected ookitig. In a kind of
pendulum swing, we now often resist simple instructiBfease don't do this
with me, men. Not when it comes to parenting.

Brothers, | know what | am talking about. And | would ask yo bear with
me when | again take a little time to write aboutingi©ur kids.

Just a couple more thoughts before | write on these #meas Humor me.

We live in a society that is hyper-introspective. eks like we always tend
to glorify the individual and have unconsciously, but ta@tlyeed that every
individual is so unique that it is almost impossible to baengwers from one
person’s experience to bear on another person’s liféaanmidly. We are so
introspective that we can easily become convincedhlkeagolutions we need are
not found in our neighbor’s experience. Our Christianggehn America has
gone along with our society and glorifies the individuatom this “isolated”
perspective we then look for answers but accept themifahlyy are complicated
and specifically tailored to our individual selves. Any otkiad of solution that
might be of a more general nature, is looked down on.

But after talking to literally hundreds of couples in &t few months, | am
more convinced than | have ever been, thatkids neednorediscipline more
instruction and moreaffection than we ever imaginedMost of what | usually
offer parents is encouragement along these lines.

In reading the Bible for over twenty-five years, | hang noticed much
language that elevates individual wants or desiresodk hfter book, God
speaks to all men with general, simple, answers thatdtés and expects
everyone to embrace. Why? Because His answers woal fof us. In our
parenting, | wish more of us adults would believe, deep downr hearts, that
His answers, though simple and general in nature — truly, Wiapplied!

An example. As most of you know, in the summer ndgland | enjoy
raising market lambs and competing at the county faiis dthobby that | enjoy
a lot and the kids take pride in. | buy lambs oncenihile from a neighbor. | buy
lambs at sales. Often they are “left-over” lamldd. buy a lamb at a sale, it is
never the top five or ten lambs, but always a cheapeio,ldown the line. And |
raise a few lambs. Sometimes | get a cull lamb fromadmey brothers. But for
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over twelve years, every summer, up against usually ard@ddambs from
across the county, we win an unfair share of classgsl@mpionships, year after
year. Why? | don't start off with the best geneti€dtentimes | buy a lamb,
knowing that an even better lamb from that same fasndeen sold and will
show up at the county fair — just to see how | do. Andeat them, year after
year. We have more trophies, belt buckles and ribb@mswie know what to do
with. Many, many times | have seen the higher pricet$anot be fed and raised
by the neighbors in the right way. They were acjusldwed down long before
they show up at our county fair. Why?

It is how you raise them! We apply the right technique with all of our show
string and it never fails to turn out the right résullf we can do that with sheep,
what can we do with children that are made in the incdg&od?

(Obviously, | am trying to take away any objections you might have ghlefor
get into my three concerns, and since you are all pastors, you know avhat
trying to do, anyway, so again, be patiern®)

Here’s another example. A couple of days ago Micaadll were watching a
video on the spirit and drive that Dan Gable brought t@dexhing. In that short
video a fellow coach, who himself had won a number GAN championships,
said with respect and honor, that/hen Dan Gable lays his hands on you, you
are touched by grace.’l don’'t want to discuss Dan Gable’s faith or lifdstyAll
that fellow coach was trying to say was the obviolilsat Dan Gable knew what
he was talking about when he told wrestlers how to aathcompete.

Why did he have such an incredible string of champiossthiere at the
University of lowa? If you followed lowa wrestling ihe 80’s and early 90’s,
you knew that he did not always get the best high schedtigrs. He got his
share, but many incredible high school champions went tor@ayf over 20
other excellent programs across the country. But Ggbée;in and year-out, got
more out of his kids because he knew what he wasitpidoout.

We have to believe that we can learn vital, life-changing truthfrom each
other. That we are not so highly individualized that our lotfi® is mostly
unique.

Or that the relationship issues and problems that come ayr ifamilies are
beyond solution. Or that solutions can not be simple.

Often | have felt self-conscious and have kind of resstheing asked to teach
on parenting, over and over. Doesn’t everyone ohus about our children and
our parenting? Of course we do. All of us want to wath the kids. All of us
have received insight and wisdom from God as parents andaaking hard with
our children, whether we have one or many. “So why Rickjodiotalk about
parenting so often?” Since we all care and we alht@athis arena, who am | to
strongly state my own opinions? Well, I'm just one dalking to another.

I’'m just a fellow dad, but guys, trust me in thid/e need more discipline,
more instruction and more affection in our parenting. And | see it over and
over, everywhere | go.
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Have you ever laughed (hopefully just inwardly) atitiem who says that
with her little boy, who is all of two years old; trehe has tried spanking and it
did not work? Well, trust me also in this, guys. Dp$ioe, instruction, and
affection works. If they are twelve or sixteen,timeed just bigger and bigger
helpings of these three ingredients.

First, Discipline. What do | mean by discipline@No!” is what | mean.
There is power in “No.” There is wisdom and strengtbelieving in the “No’s.”
The Bible is filled with “No’s.” They are generalpgple and easily understood.
And God gives them to us in big doses, page after page. d&igbf the ten
commandments are “No.” From the first chapter tolalkg God’s Word is filled
with all kinds of “No’s.” God is simple and strongtims method and way of
helping us. He is repetitive in teaching us over and oveat wot to do.

Often we might think that the “No’s” of the Bible gust not that helpful
anymore. If we are tempted to think this, then we aretles in error. The first
thing we teach our children always involves the concepiof ‘and | dare say
that much of our work as they get older, still involdescipline and the discipline
of “No.”

Have you ever wondered whether too many “No’s” will hurt self-image?
God doesn’'t seem to worry about it. When we discegae “No’s” in life, that
is when we are hurt. Itis rebellion against rule amd taat damages us. And
why are we always so concerned about a healthy selfeithd@ur prisons are
filled with men who have strong self-images. Her€atorado a study done by
the University found that some of the strongest sedfgienscores, within our state,
were found at our Canyon City State Penitentiary.

God knows that true and healthy self-confidence comesdimdience. We
need more discipline and more obedience from our teBosee this happen, we
need td‘lower the boom,”over and over. We cannatpare for their crying,”
whether they are three or thirteen. We usually shoold/ield to them and their
wants. Many of their wants will often only dissip#teir life. “No” is good.
There is nothing wrong or old-fashioned about “No.”

One of the biggest “No’s” we will be tested on witlr youth is whether we
will release them to their peers, when we should ndonlt know how many
times | have talked to parents who somehow wish thaldatraw their kids back
from their peer relationships, but are now at theiswnds as to how to do it.
Still, it is paramount that they reclaim their teelogalties.

It would have been better if they had never let thessdaso quickly in the
first place. If our sons and daughtew®rare more loyal to their friends than to
their parents and sibs, then we need to change thingsrdesgif possible. And
surely we must recapture their hearts.

You men know me. | do not believe in running away fromwbdd. |
believe in letting our kids go out and impact this worlchdA believe my kids
have and are doing this, in college as well as high $ciwe are not afraid of
this world, nor should our kids ever pick up fear from arg ohus.

But if they are our kids, so to speak, then we need toaslelf whether they
are still ours, or whether they areWned” by others?

My personal bottom line when it comes to the discipliaen bringing to my
children, is thisyDoes what | am attempting to do in my standards of discipline,

Motherhood 117 Discipline



impress fellow christians and impress this world | am attemptimgatch?” “Is
my discipline healthy and right and filled with common sense and tsatte
to the lost?”

This doesn’t mean that the world will agree with my roeth “But do they
want what | have?” “Does the discipline that | seek to instiliip kids lead to
accomplish- ment?” “And are the accomplishments attractive for the&ds

Secondly, we need mohestruction. Please don’t say to yourself, “They
know it already. They know the answers, they alydaww what | am trying to
tell them, Rick.” They don’'t know it, if they don’'t do it! And if they aren’t
practicing what you are talking about, as a part of tredthn life, they don’t
really know the instruction. It is not part of thenakeup.

If your neighbor said, “I know that already,” but theadmot shown much if
any fruit, you wouldn’t necessarily believe that theglly knew what you were
talking about. You would keep trying to gently instruct thenibag as they
would listen. Usually with neighbors we lose the auckeut if they kept
coming back for instruction, we would keep speaking, as winlyoasepossible,
but we would keep speaking.

With our children we have the opportunity to keep speakingd |Avould
encourage all of us to keep instructing, teaching, speakiadingeto and helping
them, until we see the fruit we are looking for. ®idis don't really have it until
they speak it, until it is on their lips.

If they aren’t patient, they just aren’t patient, arelytdon’t really know what
the Bible has to say about the subject. If they qaut'on Christ and smile with
their countenance, they really don’t know what the &Hmds to say about being
filled. We need to keep instructing.

We must keep instructing in the little things, in the sinthiegs as well as in
the bigger issues. But most of our instruction will betanlittle things. Life is
made up of hundreds and thousands of little things. blessed by Mark
Darling making “a mountain out of a molehill” in instrudgihis boy to iron the
pants. It was probably unpleasant, it was probably a@ataftion. It could have
seemed petty, to both the son and to Mark, but our br&#p instructing.
Because we’ve got to win when we instruct, in every 8anahour by hour, day
by day. We can't just throw it out and say to oursg|V\Well, at least | told
them what to do."We need to tell them what to do, till they do it! And not
rest, until theyreceive it. (by this | mean, that they accept it in their haad in
their actions)

In most instruction there is usually some elementsxigline woven in, but
that's okay. Keep instructing them and telling them whalotand what not to
do, over and over, until they do it on their own.

Again my bottom line in evaluating my instruction‘d/hether it is winsome
for the Gospel and a good example to the lost.” “Would my instructioreprov
attractive to the lost?” “Would they want it, at least want thetftui “The ways
of the Lord are right,” and even the lost often appreciate God’s truth asd it
results at this basic level.

Lastly, we need moraAffection. (After reading these thoughts on discipline
and instruction, do you believe that I'm just throwing this in? Theally don’t
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appreciate affection and enjoy it?)

| do show affection! Every day with every child. Don't let our sons and
daughters grow up and begin to grow apart from our affectieras reminded
and blessed again by Dennis Clark in Atlaritavery day, a look, a word, a
touch.” We have practiced this kind of affection for decad®sd just as easily
as we naturally hugged them when they were two yearsveltieed to hug them
and tickle them and squeeze them and wrap our arms afmemdirhen they are
twelve and sixteen and twenty-two. Although | am reseénn public, believe me
on this - we are very affectionate in our homes # shame when Dad’s are
estranged from sons and daughters and the child estrangedsroMoms need
to keep hugging sons and daughters and so too must we.

Once again our society has a hard time understandindgheakthty we can
couple discipline, instruction and affection. So thesiaaturize Christian men as
either dour, black-robed, stern, prophets (or) easy-ghipgl’'m okay, you're
okay,” modern dads who are soft. But never both.

God demands that fathers be both. Our families nedslack and white and
strong at times, as well as fun-loving. Stern as asfplayful. Able to fead
them the riot act and kiss them good night. Many, many parents are not
affectionate enough.

(It is ironic that if we do not show affection, ofteie compensate or kinda
pendulum swing and wind up being too permissive later on.)

The wise dad asks and prays for his child’s heart. Bugwae wiser dad
prays for it, and then reaches out and grabs it!

On this last point ©Our affection as parents will beery attractive to the
lost. Here they will be drawn to our methods as well as our fthitou want to
impact this world, then bring the world into our homes and show them our
affection.

The warmth in my family has won more hearts thertlang else | have ever
said or done.

This is what | have been talking about, for almost maarsy now, at my
parenting conferences. This is what I'll be sharingyea at our National
Pastor’'s Conference. | know these three tools work.

Almost every week | talk with parents who are struggéngd my first prayer
is that they’ll have heart enough to receive what kaging and do it. | know
that if they humble themselves before the Lord andxdety what God
impresses on their heart, they will succeed. Thisyicomfidence, brothers.

Rick Whitney
Commerce City, CO
GCNWDads.com

“Train up a child in the way he should go, Even wherstad he will not depart from it.”
- Proverbs 22:6
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Question: Our 22 month old is still in a crib. She hasbtaught not to climb
out, but jumping in her crib or on her sisters bedpsablem. Last week |
spanked her three times in a row for jumping on herrsisied. Each time she
jumped was a deliberate disobedient act in my presertte directive just given
which as "no jump.” She actually disobeyed four times iow but | was not
going to spank her again, instead | put in her in her orila bit. This is a very
smart toddler and | know she understands what | tell 8be is very verbal and
is able to communicate in three to six word senten&&suld | have spanked her
a fourth time or spanked harder?

Response: It is difficult to address spanking becauseowé khow exactly what
that looks like in different people’s homes. That saidst of the questions
people with little ones have seem to deal with disogpland | think it is
important to address some practical matters of discipline

First of all, let me say this. You and your husbandratke best position to
evaluate the situation. In Hebrews 12:10 it says thatfaibers disciplined us
for a little while as they thought best.” In the san@gy, you will need to
discipline your child as you think best. Study the Word, gdtygcounsel,
discuss the situation with your spouse, and try to folod's direction to the
best of your ability. That is faith lived out in réi#¢! God will bless that. I'm
saying that just to stress that you shouldn’t do somefjhsighecause Kathleen
and | do it, or because some author says it, but makersirerhat you do is
based on your own conviction.

I'd be hesitant to even address this question without goingseveral pages of
background if you were not already grounded in some ofdkedof discipline.
(If someone is reading this and is not familiar withrégpag, 1I'd encourage you to
study out this issue more before implementing it. Maised-mail can just
serve to get you to start chewing on this topic a [ttleet me review of few of
the important basics:

1) Spanking is biblical. (Proverbs 13:24; 22:15; 23:13,14; 29:15)

2) Discipline is loving. (Proverbs 3:11,12; 13:24; Hebrews 12:5-11;
Revelation 3:19)

3) Make sure your instruction is clear and simple. “No jumspiice and
clear. A child who communicates in 3 to six word secgsreither
understands “no jump,” or can figure it out pretty quickliyshe can
respond to simple commands like “shut the door” or “pickhgptoy,”
then I'd guess she can grasp “no jump.”

4) Spanking is most appropriate for clear rebellion. \W§mngive clear
instruction and she clearly defies it, spanking is certapfropriate.

Motherhood 12t Discipline



5) Spank on the bottom. The bottom is very fleshy and stis@ems
designed for such purposes. Spanking other parts of tlyecbottl cause
injury to your child.

6) Use a wooden dowel rod or something similar. Using your lehdrder
to control, and requires more force (and is therefaveerikely to injure).
Using a rod most closely follows the biblical pattem.addition, if
you’re in the habit of using a rod you are less likelgive your child a
spur of the moment fly-off-the-handle type of swat.ingsa rod also helps
the child associate the rod with discipline, insteadsebaiating your hand
with discipline.

7) Stay controlled. If you feel like you’re losing contfet your spouse take
over, or cool off for a few minutes. (I don’t know abguou, but nothing
gets my goat like blatant disobedience right after I'veig one of my
kids instruction. Just like my child needs to control hikarfleshly
rebellion, | need to control my fleshly anger.)

Okay, with all those things in mind, I'd recommend that gad your spouse pray
about continuing to lovingly discipline until you win. dfchild learns that she
can win after a certain number of corrections, i@ may learn to push it to the
limit every time she wants to challenge your authorifyshe knows that she just
flat out will not win, then she should eventuallyliathat she might as well
obey after the first time rather than entering iatioattle she knows she’s going to
lose.

Jumping on the bed is really not the issue. It willbo#t life long problem.
However, rebellion is an ongoing struggle for all ofarsd it is the issue you are
addressing. That is why it is important to get her to yaidt just to quit
jumping on the bed.

Should you spank harder? You should only spank harder érgoot spanking
hard enough®© Aren't you glad you asked? Seriously, I'm reluctant te gi
input on that without actually being there to assesssit iand or at least going
into more depth (which | will eventually). Again, youdayour spouse can pray
about that as well and trust God’s leading.

There is a great example loving discipline in the bGoéwing up Whitneypages
34-37). Itis very intentional, purposeful, persistent, lamohg. On Rick
Whitney’'s website there is also access to a bookletdcdJnder Loving
Command”. Go tevww.gcnwdads.com/pages/resources.ranmd click on article
#90. This booklet provides a nice overview of discipline.

Keep trusting God!

Steve Nelson <><
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Vi) Sgogptine Convie Diricllion 2

Question: | have heard Dobson's book on strong-willeldreim discourages
heavy discipline for these temperaments becausel inake them rebel more.
Have you read this book?

Response: | just finished reading “The New Strong WilleddCly James
Dobson. | sure didn’t catch any statements like th#t] could have missed
something. He did question the use of corporal punishmenkughdiagnosed
with ADHD, but for strong-willed children he seemed farrendisciplinarian than
| expected. In fact, my impression from one of his c@nts (pg. 211) was that
he was trying to stress discipline more in the newiadthan he did in the
original.

He said several comments like “It is appropriate, frompenspective, to spank a
child under certain well-defined circumstances” (pg. 49)is“#xtremely
important for the parents to ‘win” (pg.50), and “I beliewenild and appropriate
spanking is the discipline of choice for a hot-tempeteld detween twenty
months and ten years of age” (pg. 58). He also haa@earhcalled “Corporal
Punishment and the Strong Willed Child.”

He didn’t emphasize discipline as much as | would,rendertainly
recommended starting later than | would, but overall taklwas much better
than | anticipated.

Anyway, it is hard to know what you mean by “heavy disciplinethink most
people who believe in spanking seem to recommend it fombldisobedience.

If you do not discipline for blatant disobedience, rebalis sure to flourish. If
you inconsistently discipline for disobedience, rebeli®sure to flourish. If you
consistently discipline for disobedience, your child \@érn that disobedience
does not pay, and instead brings unpleasant circumstaligesi are consistent,
firm, and loving, this type of discipline will greatly reduabellious behavior.

If a parent is not in the habit of setting standardsdasalplining his child when
those standards are broken, then sure, I'd expect a ftaaup of rebellion.
When a cowboy tries to break a wild horse, my movieckhiag experience tells
me that that horse is not going to like it. The hasggoing to go absolutely
berserk for a time, until it realizes that it is going to win. Then it eventually
calms down and behaves. I'd expect the same thing frdnddaveho is being
trained for the first time, or trained consistently tloe first time.

Don’t waiver on this. If your child wants to challengmur authority, rise to the
challenge. It's time to go to battle. That is kvang and right thing to do. God
has put you in charge, and expects that you can and will on't fear that
engaging your child’s rebellion will somehow make him veortd be much
more afraid that your child’s rebellion will destroy himless it is confronted,
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and I'd be quick to confront it and deal with it.

Dobson put it this way, “In a moment of rebellioritde child will consider his
parents’ wishes and defiantly choose to disobey. Likalitary general before a
battle, he will calculate the potential risk, mardhalforces, and attack the enemy
with guns blazing. When that nose-to-nose confrontaitmors between
generations, it is extremely important for the aduliisplay confidence and
decisiveness. The child has made it clear that heksrigdor a fight, and his
parents would be wise not to disappoint him! Nothing is moreutie to
parental leadership than for a mother or father to egatedor waffle] during

that struggle.” (pg. 52)

Don’t get me wrong, our family has a very loving atmosph&ke hangout, hug,
tease, and horseplay all the time. However, weedtablish our God-given
parental authority when they are young and we don't let uphrasi¢chey get
older. I'll look my 11-year-old in the eye and say, “ipmu want to go to battle?
If you want to go to battle I'm up for that, and I'll wibut it’d be much better for
you to just yield, here and now.” Sometimes he yieddd, sometimes we go to
battle, but in the end, the rebellion is put down,ahild’s heart is restored, and
peace is brought back into the home.

Have faith that as you follow God you'll find the samedsing, and squelch
those fears that somehow you're going to mess up yourlkichu follow God’s
leading, you will certainly not be worse off for it!

Proverbs 29:17 Discipline your son, and he will give you @elae will bring
delight to your soul. NIV

Steve Nelson <><
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| wasn't raised being spanked, and | have never reallweelin spanking. Can
other forms of discipline be blessed?

There are certainly other forms of discipline that ba blessed. Rebuke is a
clear biblical example of another form of discipliffroverbs 9:8; 13:1; 17:10;
19:25). I'm not sure how old your kids are, but is importamntote that Scripture
seems to imply that rebuke is for those who are oldeémaser. Taking away
privileges or adding work are forms of discipline that alwso be effective and
that | think can be backed biblically. For example, @dded work to Adam
when he sinned in the garden. God also took away a privilegethe Israelites
when he prevented them from entering into the Promised L

Rather than expand on those thoughts, I'd like to takéhan angle on this
guestion. Sometimes | may read more into a questionstartually there, so
please forgive me if | totally miss where you're comiram here.

When you ask if other forms can be blessed, it seems thamh you realize that
there is a blessing that comes with spanking. In othedsygou seem to be
saying that you realize that the Bible teaches spankingthenefore God will
bless it. However, for some reason, you are reluttanse it. Perhaps that is
because of your own upbringing, negative accounts you'veessed or read
about, or maybe you are afraid that spanking may lead te.abus

Let me ask you this question. Do you feel that God waniggygpank? This is
an important question. Suppose you were a foster parénere not allowed to
spank, and wrote to ask if other forms could be blessaduld say,
“Absolutely!” In other words, if you were in a situatiarnere spanking was
prohibited, and you felt it would be honoring to God not tankpacertainly
believe God would bless you as you practiced other forrhgbbéal discipline.
On the other hand, suppose you believe that spanking isdbitaind that God
wants you to spank, but you don’t want to. | do not thinkl @dl bless in that
situation.

For example, | do not believe God wants me to spanklalairen when they are
infants and unable to understand instructions. | belietesgfaaking is primarily
for rebellion, and it is not possible to rebel againstla without being able to
comprehend what the rule is. Therefore | would not spdiknanth-old,
because although infants can certainly be fleshly, I'disay are technically not
rebelling because they can’'t comprehend the ruleslieMeehis is God’s will in
this matter, therefore, it would be wrong for me to spamknfant. (Of course, |
believe that it would be wrong for anyone else as inehis example.) 1 do
believe God wants me to spank my 3-year-old. | belieigeis what God has
directed in His Scripture, and | have no reason tebelthat my situation is an
exception to God'’s input in this area. Someone elseb@ary a different
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situation and believe God’s will is different. He mayvé a 3-year-old whose
mental progress is impaired. Or it may be a wife whota/to spank, and whose
husband doesn’'t want her to. In these cases, and iraaayitis important to
know and follow God’s will.

Does that make sense? If you are seeking God’s bledseng/aty to get it is to
follow God’s will. If you know His will, or in other wrds, if you know what He
wants you to do, then do that. | think it is ill-advisgedlo something other than
God’s will, and still hope that God would bless that.

I’d encourage you to start not by finding another way toiglise, but by
exploring why you are holding to a position of not belgvin spanking when it
is clearly taught in the Bible. Don't use your currdmgughts on the matter as a
starting point. Start from God’s word, and then foll®ed’s instruction as He
leads you. Do you have questions, concerns, and fedinssdopic? Address
those. Ask questions, study the scripture, and get godly advies that God
will reveal His will to you in this matter. James 1dys, “If any of you lacks
wisdom , he should ask God, who gives generously to albwitfinding fault,
and it will be given to him.” When God answers your pragad you're
confident that He has shown His will to you, then dowllk for in James 1:22 it
says, “Do not merely listen to the word, and so decgourselves. Do what it
says.”

Steve Nelson <><
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Our homes are our

Analogy of premature baby in an incubator:
Living out Deut. 6 on a daily basis -

Deut. 6 is” training”

Deuteronomy 6:5-9

5 Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with
all your strength. 6 These commandments that I give you today are to be
upon your hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when
you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and
when you get up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your
foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your
gates.

for the childhood -
Adulthood: Parenting is using a childhood to prepare him or her for that.

Technique: Lifestyle based on the Word
Rules sheet -

Technique: Ideas o have a "Deut. 6 " day -

Verse memorization - handout (draw pxrs of verses)

games
QT's for you (picture bible for them)
Taking walks with little ones - conversation time
Education - 2 sheets / day for 3-up
Read out loud everyday
Bible story videos - rotate through them
Chores everyday- same, start basic and keep adding
7 hr. educational computer time (see sample sched.)
blanket time - up fo 1 hr. (appointments, serving,
frees you up)
helping you serve needs outside your family

cooking meals

dropping of f meals

running errands for others

watching others' kids
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Role of a mother:

#1. Look for , look for

#2. Precept upon , line upon
(Isaiah 28:10)
Difference between childishness and rebellion

2 Thess 3:13 "And as for you, never of doing what is
right.”
Galatians 6:9 "Let us not become in doing good, for at

the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.”

#3. them -
Nehemiah 9:16

"but they became arrogant and stiff-necked, and did not obey your
commands. They refused to listen and failed to remember the
miracles you performed among them. They became stiff-necked and
in their rebellion.........." and it continues.

Then it describes God toward them in at the end of verse 17:
"But you are a forgiving God, gracious and compassionate, slow to anger
and abounding in love."

It continues to describe God toward them in verse 19:

“Because of your great compassion you did not abandon them in the
desert. By day the pillar of cloud did not cease to guide them on
their path, nor the pillar of fire by night to shine on the way they
were to take. You gave your good Spirit to instruct them. You did
not withhold your manna from their mouths, and you gave them water
for their thirst. For forty years you sustained them in the

desert........... they lacked nothing........."
#4. Use their with God as their reference
point for their life -
“You want to hold out God is as a basis for
making about what he should do and be.”

(Shepherding a Child's Heart by Tedd T/'/pp)

"You cannot try to build good qualities of character within him
without reference to God." (Shepherding a Child's Heart by Tedd Tripp)
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"You either call your children to be what they cannot be apart

from , or you the
standard, giving them one they can keep. If you do that, you
reduce their for God accordingly.” (shepherding a

Child's Heart by Tedd T/'/,'ap)

"We can set a life before our children that doesn't even
require . We give a keepable standard that
casts them on their own resources and native abilities and
endowments - turning them away from Christ and His cross."
(Shepherding a Child's Heart by Tedd Tripp

DANGER:

#5. Teach and frain via the ways -

"Offer your exhortation and encouragements in a way that is
consistent with your child's and God's
." (Shepherding a Child's Heart by Tedd T/'/,'ap)

A child needs to know two things:

#1
#2

5 Avenues to shape your child's character:

#1. Shaping your child's character via
development -

Who they are in this world

How they to others
What God thinks of them...
Giving to their life ...

When others disapprove, laugh at them - but God would
be

Tolerating others -appreciating differences -
Allowing people room to grow and change-

Extending to others as God does to us.

"I forgive you as the Lord forgave me.” - reminds us all that we are
all of God's grace and mercy on a daily basis.
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Definition of character: living consistently with who is and who
am

Sample of Proverbs - loaded with character verses:

Prov. 18:13 "He who answers before - that is his folly and
his shame.”

Prov. 15:30 "A cheerful look brings to the heart."

Prov. 13: 1"A wise son heeds his father's , but a mocker does
not Iisfen to rebuke.”

Prov. 15:18 "A hot-tempered man stirs up dissension, but a man
calms a quar‘r‘el "

Prov. 12:24° hands will rule, but laziness ends in slave labor."

Prov. 12:11 "He who works his land will have abundam‘ food, but he who chases
fam‘asues lacks
Pr'ov 12 16 "A fool shows his annoyance at once, but a prudent man overlooks

Pr'ov 12 19 "Truthful lips endure forever, but a tongue
lasts only a moment."
Prov. 11:2 "When pride comes, then comes , but with humility

comes wisdom."
Prov. 11:22"Like a gold ring in a pig's snout is a beautiful woman who shows
no

Ill

"You are special” verses - "Who am I" verses - see handout

Who 6od Is - He made me. He placed me here at this time. He is ultimate.
I must stand before Him one day. I must give account before Him. He has
promised o draw near to those who are humble and contrite in heart. He
will help me to know His strength and aid. T can know Him and the ability to
obey Him. He has promised blessing to those who are dependable.

Who I Am - I am a creature. I have been made by God, for God. He has
placed me here at this time and given me these opportunities. I must bring
honor to Him. I am made to bring Him glory. As I draw near to Him and
seek His face He will enable me to obey Him. I can come to know His help
and strength. God promises to give grace to all who call upon Him.
(Shepherding a Child's Heany Tedd Tripp

Mommy’s rule: As YOU learn, !

#2. Shaping your child’'s character via -

Educational options:

Bible quiz - SEE HANDOUT
Memory Madness verse - SEE HANDOUT

Spiritual development of a child -

Ages Primary focus
1-8 Bible stories and frivia
By a time a kid is 8 they can know every major Bible story and be
familiar with every major Bible character.
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The proverbs game: You say the first part of the proverb, and the
child finishes with the second part. (or fills in the missing words)
9-13  Proverbs, memorization, One Minute Bible, Chapter a day

14-16  Read through the Bible (or Bible 2000)
16-18 Personal devotions and study

#3. Shaping your child’'s character via

Give small doses of for a limited
time_and then take it away.

Freedoms are not earned that parents give
out and then cannot mess with. They are
tests that parents must manage -

IF a child does well with a freedom,

The role of the parent is to be the

A mother parents with the vision:

"I will manage my child's life with how the Lord leads us
and what is him/her,
not just what others are doing, or just let his/her life happen.”

GOAL PLANNING IS Il
}I’_ag AS A MOTHER, ARE |

As a child gets older, parenting should look somewhat like this.

You watch me, You help me, I help you, I watch you!

(Just as a side note: Do not allow, “that is not

#4. Shaping your child’'s character via others' -

Role of company vs. company

Kids either lean toward leading or following - both need
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#5. Shaping your child’'s character via others

formation -

Proverbs 20:11 "Even a child is known by his actions, by whether his
conduct is pure and right.

As they get older, you can hold out their reputation as something

that they need to take of, but when
they are little, it is that is responsible for their
reputation.

How would your kids be described BY OTHERS that regularly see
them, interact with them? Take a few minutes.

Child #1

Child #2

Child #3

Child #4

Even if you don't agree with their input,

If it is something that you also see in their lives,

"In as much as it is possible, as far as it depends on you,
live at peace with everyone.” Romans 12:18

"For we are faking pains to do what is right not only in the
eyes of the Lord, but also in the eyes
of " 2 Corinthians 8:21

As a side note: Don't take necessarily as a
stamp of approval.

REMEMBERING THE BIG PICTURE!

Remember that we are not talking about a in this class;
we are talking about

1. Your personal relationship with

2. Your right, biblical relationship with

3. Your right, biblical relationship with

Remember fo line up heart with what is on heart!

Remember Gal 5:6 "The oan thing that counts is expressing itself
through . Remember Gal 6:7 "A (woman) what
(she) sows."
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Basic questions from the first five books of the Bible
For older kids don't give choices. For younger kids, bhskguestions and give the multiple-
choice answers, but mix the answers because thadfisster listed is the correct one.)

After whose image did God create man? What were the names of Noah's three sons
(Genesis 1:27) (Genesis 9:18)?
God’s; Monkies’; Angels’; Bears’ Shem, Ham, and Japheth; Shadrach, Meshach,

) and Abednego; Cain, Abel, and Seth; Isaac,
What was Adam made from? (Genesis 2:7, Jacob, and Esau

3:19)
Dust; A rib; Nothing; Monkey What was the name of the tower where God
. confused the common language and scattered
What was Eve made from? (Genesis 2:22) people across the earth?
A rib; Dust; Blood; A piece of hair Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:8); Tower of the

: o e Hundred (Nehemiah 3:1); Tower in Siloam
Who was the first man (Genesis 2:7,20
Adarr:,'VSeth' I\/IlattheW' I(Enoch I ) (Luke 13:4); Tower of Shechem (Judges 9:49)

What was the forbidden fruit that Adam and  1© Whom did God give the.covenant of
Eve ate? (Genesis 2:6:7) circumcision? (Genesis 17:9,10)

The fruit from the tree of the knowledge of Abraham; Lot; Jacob; Adam

good and evil; The fruit from the tree of life;  \yhose wife turned into a pillar of salt (Genesis
Apple; Tomato 19:26)?

Who was the first woman (Genesis 3:20)? Ot Abram; Nahor; Noah

Eve; Genesis; Esther; Ruth Who had a dream of a staircase between heaven

Who was the first son in the Bible (Genesis 2nd €arth that was being used by angels?
4:1)? (Genesis 28:12)

Cain: Able: Seth: Enosh Jacob; Abraham; Joseph; Aaron

Who wrestled with God? (Genesis 32:25-28)

Which son of Adam was murdered by his ‘;\%cob; Esau; Joseph: Moses

brother, and was also mentioned in the Hebre
11 Hall of Faith (Genesis 4:8)? How many sons did Jacob have? (Genesis
Able; Cain; Seth; Joseph 35:22)

Besides Elijah, who was taken away from this1%: 2 3: 10

life without experiencing death (Genesis 5:24;\n/hat gift did Jacob give Joseph that his

Hebrews _11:5_)? _ brothers later took from him? (Genesis 37:3,23)
Enoch; Elisha; Paul; Adam A colorful robe; His father's staff; A sword

Who was the oldest person in the Bible made of gold; A wife

(Genesis 5:_27)? _ _ Who became second in command to Pharaoh
Methuselah; Noah; Lamech; Moses for predicting 7 years of plenty and 7 years of
Who built the Ark (Genesis 6:11-22)? famine? (Genesis 41:39,40)

Noah: Adam: Moses: Manoah Joseph; Daniel; Jacob; Moses

What baby was put into a basket and floated

What sign did God give Noah to show that down the Nile river? (Exodus 2:3)

never again would He flood the whole earth

(Genesis 9:11)? Moses; Elijah; Saul; Jesus
Rainbow; Mark on his forehead; His staff Who found Moses floating in the Nile? (Exodus
budded; His staff turned into a serpent 2:5)

Pharaoh’s daughter; Miriam, his sister; A
Hebrew midwife; Jochebed, his own mother
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In what form did God first appear to Moses? What happened to Korah, Dathan, and Abiram?

(Exodus 3:2) The earth swallowed them (Numbers 16:32);
Burning bush; A whisper; An angel; As white Fire consumed them (Numbers 16:35); A
as light plague destroyed them (Numbers 16:39); They

were stoned to death (Numbers 15:36)
What happened to Moses’ staff when he threw

it on the ground? (Exodus 4:3) What happened to Aaron's staff to show that he
It turned into a snake; It budded and grew  had God's support when the Israelites were
almonds; It killed Cozbi the Midianite; It complaining against Moses and Aaron after
started a geyser Korah'’s rebellion? (Numbers 17:8)

, 5 .. It sprouted and produced almonds; It turned
Who was Moses’ spokesman? (Exodus 4:14) jniq g snake: It split in two and produced honey;
Aaron, his brother; Amram, his father; Jethro, |¢ brought water from a rock

his father-in-law; Hur, Caleb’s son
) When Moses was supposed to bring water from
Who stretched out his hand over the Red Seajqqck by speaking to it at Kadesh, what did he

divide the water? (Exodus 14:21) do instead? (Numbers 20:11)

Moses; Jonah; Elijah; Joshua Struck it twice with his staff; Yelled at it;

What came out of the rock that Moses struck 11"eW his staff against it; Kicked it

with his staff at Horeb .(also known as Whose donkey spoke to him (Numbers 22:28)?
Menbe;h)? (E_XOdUS 1_7-6) Balaam son of Beor; Shechem son of Hamor;
Water; Quail; Honey, Manna Joshua son of Nun; Eleazar son of Aaron

When Joshua fought the Amalekites as long as

Moses held up his hands the Israelites would Who was probably the tallest man in the Bible?

win. Who helped Moses hold up his hands? King Og of Bashan (Deut. 3:11); Lahmi, the

(Exodus 17:12) brother of Goliath the Gittite (1 Chr. 20:5);
Goliath (1 Sam. 17:4); The six-fingered

Which of the following is not one of the 10 §escendant of Rapha (2 Sam. 21:20)
Commandments? (Exodus 20, Mark 12:29-31)

Love your neighbor; Don't steal; Don't commitWhen Moses died at the age of 120, where was
adultery; Honor your parents he buried? (Deuteronomy 34:6)
In Moab, but no one knows where; Mount

Who were the two spies who went into the  gjnaj: Mount Hor; Under the temple, but no one
Promised Land and came back with a good  knows where

report? (Numbers 14:6-9)
Joshua and Caleb; Joshua and Moses; Aaron
and Hur; Korah and Dathan

What punishment did God give the Israelites
when they spied out the Promised Land and
they complained that they should go back to
Egypt? (Numbers 14:23,34)

He made them wander in the desert for 40
years; He sent them back to Egypt; He caused a
scorching heat that killed many; He did nothing

For a more comprehensive set of questions covering every majoraenkavery
book of the Bible visivww.premeditatedparenting.net/85 free bible gquiz.hdm
version for Palm Pilots is also available.
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Chitiben & Wemory Deveies

Do Not Lie
Leviticus 19:11 " Do not steal. ""Do not
lie. Do not deceive one another.

Be Kind

Ephesians 4:32 Be kind and
compassionate to one another, forgiving
each other, just as in Christ God forgave
you.

Share

Hebrews 13:16 And do not forget to do
good and to share with others, for with
such sacrifices God is pleased.

Be Content

Philippians 4:11 | am not saying this
because | am in need, for | have learned
to be content whatever the circumstances.

Obey

Colossians 3:20 Children, obey your
parents in everything, for this pleases the
Lord.

Honor Parents

Ephesians 6:2 "Honor your father and
mother"-- which is the first commandment
with a promise--

No Whining
Philippians 2:14 Do everything without
complaining or arguing,

Speak Kindly

Ephesians 4:29 Do not let any
unwholesome talk come out of your
mouths, but only what is helpful for
building others up according to their
needs, that it may benefit those who listen.

Don't Be Afraid / Be Brave

1 Chronicles 22:13 Be strong and
courageous. Do not be afraid or
discouraged.

Golden Rule

Matthew 7:12 So in everything, do to
others what you would have them do to
you, for this sums up the Law and the
Prophets.
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Working Hard

Colossians 3:23 Whatever you do, work at
it with all your heart, as working for the
Lord, not for men,

Listen

James 1:19 My dear brothers, take note of
this: Everyone should be quick to listen,
slow to speak and slow to become angry,

Love Others

Mark 12:31 The second is this: "Love your
neighbor as yourself.' There is no
commandment greater than these."

Accept Discipline

Proverbs 13:1 A wise son heeds his
father's instruction, but a mocker does not
listen to rebuke.

Reputation

Proverbs 22:1 A good name is more
desirable than great riches; to be
esteemed is better than silver or gold.

God Loves Me

John 3:16 "For God so loved the world
that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish
but have eternal life.

Love God

Mark 12:30 Love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind and with all your
strength.’

Be Cheerful
A cheerful look brings joy to the heart,
and good news gives health to the bones.

Don't Talk Back
Proverbs 18:13 He who answers before
listening-- that is his folly and his shame.

Source: Steve and Kathleen Nelson

Teach and Train



Motherhood 142 Teach and Train



G - o Hreiad Deeies

Exodus 34:6And he passed in front of Moses,  John 15:9-10 "As the Father has loved me, so

proclaiming, "The DRD, the LORD, the have | loved you. Now remain in my lovéf you
compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger,obey my commands, you will remain in my love,
abounding in love and faithfulness, just as | have obeyed my Father's commands and

Exodus 34:14(NLT) You must worship no other remain in his love.

gods, but only thearp; for he is a God who is John 15:12,13My command is this: Love each

passionate about his relationship with you. other as | have loved yod®Greater love has no
Numbers 14:184The LORDis slow to anger one than this, that he lay down his life for his
. ' friends.

abounding in love and forgiving sin and rebellion.
John 16:27No, the Father himself loves you
because you have loved me and have believed that |
came from God.

Nehemiah 9:17But you are a forgiving God,
gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and
abounding in love. Therefore you did not desert
them, John 17:231 in them and you in me. May they be
brought to complete unity to let the world know that
you sent me and have loved them even as you have
loved me.

Psalm 86:5You are forgiving and good, O Lord,
abounding in love to all who call to you.

Psalm 86:15But you, O Lord, are a compassionat
and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in
love and faithfulness.

Romans 1:7To all in Rome who are loved by God
and called to be saints: Grace and peace to you

from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus
Psalm 103:8The LORDis compassionate and Christ.

gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. Romans 5:5and hope does not disappoint us,

Psalm 145:8The loRrDis gracious and because God has poured out his love into our
compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love. hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.

Lamentations 3:22,2Because of thedRD's great Romans 5:7-8Very rarely will anyone die for a
love we are not consumed, for his compassions righteous man, though for a good man someone
never fail.**They are new every morning; great is might possibly dare to di€But God demonstrates
your faithfulness. his own love for us in this: While we were still

Joel 2:13bReturn to the @rDyour God, for he is sinners, Christ died for us.

gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and Romans 8:31What, then, shall we say in response
abounding in love, and he relents from sending to this? If God is for us, who can be against us?

calamity. Romans 8:35-39Who shall separate us from the

Jonah 4:2bl knew that you are a gracious and  love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or
compassionate God, slow to anger and aboundingersecution or famine or nakedness or danger or
in love, a God who relents from sending calamitysword? *°As it is written: "For your sake we face

John 3:16"Eor God so loved the world that he death all day long; we are considered as sheep to

187 H H
gave his one and only Son, that whoever beIieve?ﬁwSlathtered' No, in all these' things we are
him shall not perish but have eternal life. more than conquerors through him who loved us.

380r | am convinced that neither death nor life,
John 14:21Whoever has my commands and obeygither angels nor demons, neither the present nor
them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves the future, nor any power&neither height nor

will be loved by my Father, and I too will love himdepth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able
and show myself to him." to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ

John 14:23Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he!€SUS our Lord.

will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, 2 Corinthians 5:14For Christ's love compels us,
and we will come to him and make our home withhecause we are convinced that one died for all, and
him. therefore all died.
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2 Corinthians 13:11Finally, brothers, good-by. 2 Thessalonians 3:B4ay the Lord direct your
Aim for perfection, listen to my appeal, be of one hearts into God's love and Christ's perseverance.

mind, live in peace. And the God of love and P€aGKius 3:4-5But when the kindness and love of God

will be with you. our Savior appearec?he saved us, not because of
Galatians 2:201 have been crucified with Christ  righteous things we had done, but because of his
and | no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The lifenercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth
I live in the body, | live by faith in the Son of God,and renewal by the Holy Spirit,

who loved me and gave himself for me. 1 Peter 2:4-5As you come to him, the living Stone--

Ephesians 1:4-3-or he chose us in him before therejected by men but chosen by God and precious to
creation of the world to be holy and blameless in him —°you also, like living stones, are being built

his sight. In lovéhe predestined us to be adopted into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood,

as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God

with his pleasure and will-- through Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 2:4-But because of his great love for 1 Peter 2:9But you are a chosen people, a royal
us, God, who is rich in mercymade us alive with priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to
Christ even when we were dead in transgression§sed, that you may declare the praises of him who
it is by grace you have been saved. called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.

Ephesians 2:10~or we are God's workmanship, 1 John 3:1How great is the love the Father has
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which lavished on us, that we should be called children of
God prepared in advance for us to do. God! And that is what we are! The reason the

Ephesians 3:17-19And | pray that you, being world does not know us is that it did not know him.

rooted and established in IO\fémay have power, 1 John 3:16This is how we know what love is:
together with all the saints, to grasp how wide andesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought
long and high and deep is the love of Chrii&ind  to lay down our lives for our brothers.

to know this love that surpasses knowledge-- tha& John 4:8-10Whoever does not love does not

g?lég]day be filled to the measure of all the fuIInesF(:nOW God. because God is lovahis is how God
' showed his love among us: He sent his one and

Ephesians 5:1-Be imitators of God, therefore, asonly Son into the world that we might live through
dearly loved childredand live a life of love, just ashim. *°This is love: not that we loved God, but that
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. for our sins.

Ephesians 5:25b . . Christ loved the church and 1 John 4:16And so we know and rely on the love
gave himself up for her God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love

Colossians 3:12Z herefore, as God's chosen lives in God, and God in him.

people, holy and dearly loved . . . 1 John 4:19We love because he first loved us.

1Thessalonians 1:4or we know, brothers loved Jude 1:1bTo those who have been called, who are
by God, that he has chosen you, loved by God the Father and kept by Jesus Christ:

2 Thessalonians 2:1But we ought always to thaniRevelation 1:5b-6I'o him who loves us and has

God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, becausefreed us from our sins by his bloddnd has made
from the beginning God chose you to be saved us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and
through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and Father-- to him be glory and power for ever and
through belief in the truth. ever! Amen.

2 Thessalonians 2:16-1Klay our Lord Jesus
Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us
and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement
and good hop€;encourage your hearts and
strengthen you in every good deed and word.
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A few months before | was born, my dad met a stramperwas new to our small Tennessee
town. From the beginning, Dad was fascinated with thibi@nting newcomer, and soon invited
him to live with our family. The stranger was quickly egted and was around to welcome me
into the world a few months later.

As | grew up, | never questioned his place in our fanilyny young mind, each member had a
special niche. My brother, Bill, five years my seniwas my example. Fran, my younger sister,
gave me an opportunity to play ‘big brother’ and develomthef teasing. My parents were
complementary instructors—Mom taught me to love thedvad God, and Dad taught me to obey
it.

But the stranger was our storyteller. He could weaventbs fascinating tales. Adventures,
mysteries, and comedies were daily conversationsoHlel hold our whole family spell-bound

for hours each evening. If | wanted to know about fgslithistory, or science, he knew it all. He
knew about the past, understood the present, and segmdauiti predict the future. The pictures
he could draw were so lifelike that | would often laugltrgras | watched. He was like a friend to
the whole family. The stranger was our storyteller.

He took Dad, Bill, and me to our first major league baéeglane. He was always encouraging us
to see the movies, and he even made arrangementotiuire us to several movie stars. My
brother and | were deeply impressed by John Wayne iicydart

The stranger was an incessant talker. Dad didn’t seenmth but sometimes Mom would quietly
get up—while the rest of us were enthralled with one ostuises of faraway places—go to her
room, read her Bible and pray. | wonder now if she prvayed that the stranger would leave.

You see, my dad ruled our household with certain moral coons. But this stranger never felt
an obligation to honor them. Profanity, for examples wat allowed in our house—not from us,
from our friends, or adults. Our longtime visitor, haee used occasional four-letter words that
burned my ears and made Dad squirm. To my knowledge the streegaever confronted.

My dad was a teetotaler who didn’t permit alcohol infdme—not even for cooking. But the
stranger felt like we needed exposure and enlightenedatiseéoways of life. He offered us beer
and other alcoholic beverages often. He made cigaidetik tasty, cigars manly, and pipes
distinguished.

He talked freely (probably too much and too freely) alsext His comments were sometimes
blatant, sometimes suggestive, and generally embargasgimow now that my early concepts of
the man-woman relationship were influenced by the gerarAs | look back, | believe it was the
grace of God that the stranger did not influence us niamee after time he opposed the values of
my parents. Yet he was seldom rebuked and never aslea/é&

More than thirty years have passed since the strangerdhirowith the young family on
Morningside Drive. He is not nearly so intriguing to Bgd as he was in those early years. But if
| were to walk into my parents’ den today, you would s&# him sitting over in a corner, waiting
for someone to listen to him talk and watch him drasplictures.

His name? We always just called him T.V.

The Fourth Dimension, November, 1998, pp. 13, 17.
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Children's Bible Videos, in Biblical Order

Old Testament

Series

Bedbug Bible Gang

Beginners Bible (The) 2

Great Bible Adventures

Greatest Adv (Hanna-Barbera)

In the Beginning 1

Mr. Henry's Wild & Wacky World 1
Mr. Henry's Wild & Wacky World 5
Testament: The Bible in Animation 1
Beginners Bible (The) 3

Greatest Adv (Hanna-Barbera)

In the Beginning 2

Storyteller Café
In the Beginning
In the Beginning
In the Beginning
In the Beginning
In the Beginning
Mr. Henry's Wild & Wacky World 2
Testament: The Bible in Animation 2
Veggie Tales

Beginners Bible (The) 12

Children's Heroes of the Bible (OT)
Dream Works

Greatest Adv (Hanna-Barbera)

In the Beginning 8

In the Beginning 9

Testament: The Bible in Animation 3
Superbook Video Bible

Bedbug Bible Gang

Beginners Bible (The) 5

Children's Heroes of the Bible (OT)
Dream Works

Great Bible Adventures

Greatest Adv (Hanna-Barbera)
Greatest Heroes and Legends

In the Beginning 10

In the Beginning 11

In the Beginning 12

In the Beginning 13

In the Beginning 14

In the Beginning 15

In the Beginning 16

Testament: The Bible in Animation 4
Beginners Bible (The) 10

Greatest Adv (Hanna-Barbera)

In the Beginning 17

Veggie Tales 9

Greatest Adv (Hanna-Barbera)
Testament: The Bible in Animation 5
In the Beginning 18

Superbook Video Bible

Testament: The Bible in Animation 9
Bedbug Bible Gang

Beginners Bible (The) 4

Great Bible Adventures

Greatest Adv (Hanna-Barbera)
Greatest Heroes and Legends

In the Beginning 19

Mr. Henry's Wild & Wacky World 2
Superbook Video Bible

Veggie Tales 5

Children's Heroes of the Bible (OT)
In the Beginning 20

Veggie Tales 13

NIV Kids Club

In the Beginning 21

NIV Kids Club

Beginners Bible (The) 7

Greatest Adv (Hanna-Barbera)
Greatest Heroes and Legends

Mr. Henry's Wild & Wacky World 1
Superbook Video Bible

Testament: The Bible in Animation 7
Children's Heroes of the Bible (OT)
Superbook Video Bible
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Video title
Creation Celebration
The Story of Creation
Look What God Made
The Creation
Adam and Eve
Why Should 1? b@dience) Jonah, Adam and Eve

Scared and Brav@on't Be a Bully (Respect) Cain and Abel...

Creation #melFlood
The Story of Noah's Ark
Noah's Ark
Noah's Ark
The Storm
The Tower of Babel
Abraham, the Forefather
Sodom and Gomorrah
Isaac and Ishmael
Abraham's Sacrifice

Scared and Bravg€ourage) Shadrach, David and Goliath

Abraham
The Ballad of Little Joe
The Story of Joseph ldisdBrothers
The StoryJoeph
Joseph - King of Dreams
Joseph & His Brather
Joseph in Bondage
Joseph's Triumph
Joseph
The Patience of Job
Passover Potluck
The Story of Moses
The StonMidses
Prince of Egypt
The Story of Moses
Moses
Moses
Moses, the Egyptian
The Burning Bush
Moses and Pharaoh
The Exodus
The Ten Commandments
The Golden Calf
Journey to the Promised Land
Moses
The Story of JoshuatardBattle of Jericho
Joshua & the Baftlericho
The Fall of Jericho
Josh and the Big Wall
Samson & Delilah
Ruth
One King for Israel
The First King
David andilSa
God's Little Heroes
The Story of David andli&h
David, God's Champion
David & Goliath
David and Goliath
David and Goliath

Scared and Bravg€ourage) Shadrach, David and Goliath

David and Goliath
Dave and the Giant Pickle
The StonyDaivid
King David
King George and the Ducky
Psalms
The Wisdom of Solomon
Proverbs
The Story of Jonah dedWhale
Jonah
Jonah and the Whale
Why Should 1? b@dience) Jonah, Adam and Eve
Jonah and the Big Fish
Jonah
The StoryEtifah
Elijah the Prophet

Teach and Train



o o e o o o o o o o o s |

Series

Testament: The Bible in Animation 8
Mr. Henry's Wild & Wacky World 4
Children's Heroes of the Bible (OT)
In the Beginning 22

Mr. Henry's Wild & Wacky World 6
Children's Heroes of the Bible (OT)
Greatest Adv (Hanna-Barbera)
Veggie Tales 14

Veggie Tales 4

Beginners Bible (The) 8

Great Bible Adventures

Greatest Adv (Hanna-Barbera)
Greatest Heroes and Legends

Mr. Henry's Wild & Wacky World 3
Superbook Video Bible

Testament: The Bible in Animation 6
Veggie Tales 1

In the Beginning 23

Mr. Henry's Wild & Wacky World 3
In the Beginning 24

New Testament

o o o o o o o o o o o o o o e o o o o o o o o o o o o o o o e o o o

Jesus... A Kingdom Without Frontiers 1
Jesus... A Kingdom Without Frontiers 2
Jesus... A Kingdom Without Frontiers 3
Beginners Bible (The) 1

Greatest Adv (Hanna-Barbera)

In the Beginning 25

Superbook Video Bible

Visual Bible for Kids (The)

Jesus... A Kingdom Without Frontiers 4
Jesus... A Kingdom Without Frontiers 5
Jesus... A Kingdom Without Frontiers 6
Jesus... A Kingdom Without Frontiers 7
Jesus... A Kingdom Without Frontiers 8
Jesus... A Kingdom Without Frontiers 9

o

Jesus... A Kingdom Without Frontiers 1
Beginners Bible (The) 11

Mr. Henry's Wild & Wacky World 4
Veggie Tales 3

Beginners Bible (The) 9

Jesus..A Kingdom Without Frontiers 11
Jesus... A Kingdom Without Frontiers 12
Jesus... A Kingdom Without Frontiers 13
Beginners Bible (The) 13

Great Bible Adventures

Greatest Adv (Hanna-Barbera)

Jesus... A Kingdom Without Frontiers 14
Superbook Video Bible

Jesus... A Kingdom Without Frontiers 15
Mr. Henry's Wild & Wacky World 5
Jesus... A Kingdom Without Frontiers 16
Jesus... A Kingdom Without Frontiers 17
Jesus... A Kingdom Without Frontiers 18
Jesus... A Kingdom Without Frontiers 19
Jesus... A Kingdom Without Frontiers 20
Jesus... A Kingdom Without Frontiers 21
Jesus... A Kingdom Without Frontiers 22
Veggie Tales

(Just for Kids)

Beginners Bible (The) 6

Greatest Adv (Hanna-Barbera)

Greatest Heroes and Legends

Jesus... A Kingdom Without Frontiers 23
Visual Bible for Kids (The)

Jesus... A Kingdom Without Frontiers 24
Jesus... A Kingdom Without Frontiers 25
Great Bible Adventures

Great Bible Adventures

Revolutionary (The)

Revolutionary (The)

Revolutionary (The)

Visual Bible (The)

Visual Bible (The)

Visual Bible (The)

Visual Bible (The)

Visual Bible for Kids (The)

Children's Heroes of the Bible (NT)
Jesus... A Kingdom Without Frontiers 26
Mr. Henry's Wild & Wacky World 6
Greatest Heroes and Legends

NIV Kids Club
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Video title
Elijah
Scared and Brav@Helping Others) ... Moses and Amalekites
The Storylefemiah
The Exile of Israel
Scared and BravBoo (Fear) Paul and Silas in Prison, 12 Spies
The StoryEsther
Queen Esther
Esther: The Girl Who Became Queen
Rack, Shack & Benny
The Story of Daniel éinel Lion's Den
Daniel in the Lions' Den
Daniel & the Lidbsh
Daniel and the LeTs
Talk to God. Hsstens! (Prayer) Nehemiah, Daniel and Lions
Daniel
Daniel
Where's God When I'm Scared? (Daniel)
Release from Babylon
Talk to God. Hastens! (Prayer) Nehemiah, Daniel and Lions
Prophets in the Desert

The Announeat to Mary
The Kind@larn
King Heraudl dhe Wise Men
The Story of the Nativit
Nativity
The Birth of Jesus
Nativity
The Birth of Jesus
The Boy 3dsithe Temple
The Baptifrdesus
Temptationthe Desert
John thetBap
The Weddih@ana
The WomathatWell
The Sermothe Mount
The Story of the Gooth&gdtan
Scared and Brav@elping Others) Good Samaritan...
Are You My Neighbor?
The Story of the ProdBen
The Prodigal Son
The Goodpbieed
Jesus GiilksApostles
The Story of Jesus aisd\Hracles
The Miracles of Jesus
Miracles of Jesus
The MiraadéSesus
Miracles of Love
The Storgaéchaeus
Scared and Brav@on't Be a Bully (Respect) ... Zacchaeus
Jesus FeeeiMultitudes
Jesus' Tieacklinistry
Jesus Rdisesrus
Triumphantr into Jerusalem
The Last®up
Agony in tharden
The Trialesus
An Easter Carol
Easter Promise
The Story of Easter
Easter Story
The Last Supperifiirc and Resurrection
Jesus Diethe Cross
The Story Behind tbgoss
The Restivaof Jesus
Jesus Assémith Heaven
Here Comes Jesus
Walking With Jesus
Revolutionary (the): Epic
Revolutionary (the): Part 1
Revolutionary (the): Part 2
Matthew 1 of 4
Matthew 2 of 4
Matthew 3 of 4
Matthew 4 of 4
The Great Storyteller
Miracle Maker (The)
New Testam@nbdn 1)
The Actshaf Apostles
Scared and BravBoo (Fear) Paul and Silas in Prison, 12 Spies
The Apostles
Colossians
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